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iWestion on the notice paper with regard
to it. The matter is so serious to the coun-
try distriets that I must erave the indul-
gence of the House to bring it before mem-
bers. As bas been admitted, the first duty
of o farmer is to produce wheat, or what-
ever other produet is grown in his Jistriet.
That is necessary for our war effort, and
it is also necessary to enable the farmer to
meet his commitments.

Leave to Continue.

THE PREMIER (Hou. J. €. Willeock—
Geraldton) [6.19]: I move:—

That the hon. member lhe granted lcave to
continue hig epeech at the next sitting.

Motion put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.20 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
11 a.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRANSPORT.
As to Overloading.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is the Government aware thaf
residents in the vieinity of the Canning
highway and the area served by the South
Perth tramways are being subjected to con-
tinued inconvenienee owing to the insufficient,
and overloading of, existing bus services®
2, When will the Government puf into ser-
vire the buses which were promised for the
Poerth-Como route?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, As soon asg staff is nvailable to
opernte them.

[104)
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MOTION—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
AQT,

To Disallow Regulaiion.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. G. B. Wood
(Bast) :—

That Regulution 8 made under the Indus-
tries Assistance Aect, 1815-1940, as published
in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ on the 13th
day of February, 1942, and laid ou the Table
of the Ilouse on the Yth day of April, 1942,
Lbe and is hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [11.5]: On a previous
oceasion when a motion was successfully
moved for the disallowanec of a regulation
dealing with the question of drought relief,
eomplaints were made that there had been
considerable delay in regurd to the framing
of the regulation. Members will no doubt
recolleet that when I replied to the motion
on that particular occasion [ stated very
definitely that the delay arose from the Lact
that the (ommonwealth Government had not
made known the rate of interest that would
apply to this particular amount of money.
There has been a further delny and it is
only within reeent weeks ihat we have been
advised by the Commonwealth Government of
the rate of interest that is to apply. The
rate charged by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to the State is 3 per eent.  Conse-
quently it was considered desirable that, be-
fore any fresh regulation was made, infor-
mation should be obtained and that aceounts
for the delay that has taken place hetween
the time the original regulation was dis-
allowed by this House and the promulgation
of the remulation that My. Wood now de-
sirea to have disallowed.

Menthers ave awave that the conditions
taid down in regard to this money provide
that for tle first ycar any advance made to
a farmer shall be froe of interest and that
for the sueeceding six years, if the money is
still owing, the rate of interest paid by
the farmer shall be haif the rate paid by
the Rtate Government to the Commonwealth.
Thevefore, those farmers will he ealled npon
to pay a rate of interest of 1% per cent, It
is rather important we shonld bear that in
mind hecause Mr. Wood, in maving for the
disallowanee of this regulation on this oeea-
sion did not go into any particular detail in
regard to the reason for disallowance other
than to make one or two brief statements
and refer to utternnees by somebody else-
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where. Therefore I want members to under-
stand just what the position is.

In the first place there iz no doubt that
farmers had been experiencing a very bad
time; so much so that the State and Com-
monwealth Governments were agreed that
some assistance was necessary. Eventually,
after conferences had been held on the sub-
jeet, it was decided that assistance should be
rendered in two ways: First of all by means
of a straight-ont grant which would not have
to be repaid, and, secondly, by means of
loan money under the conditions I have just
explained. It should be nnderstood that any
farmer entitled to loan money under this
scheme was also entitled to a grant and that
therefore those farmers about whom M.
Wood is so concerned are not only receiving
the money to which he bas referred, under
the terms I have mentioned, but also receive
their quota of the grant to which they are
entitled, The loan money was intended to
enable the farmers to carry on for that year.
In many instanees it is a truism to say that
had it not heen for the money available from
this fund, thev could not possibly have
carried on.

Should any Government advanee money to
assist a farmer or anyone else, it is essential
that some sccurity he ohtained, and, in view
of the fact that the State had to accept full
responsibility for the whole of the money,.I
do not think anyone eould e¢omplain against
the action of the Government in oh-
taining the necessary security for the
repayment of money when it was pos-
sible for it to be repaid by the farmer.
Mr. Wood takes the point that as the
money is to be repaid in full by the
State Government at the end of seven years,
therefore any farmer who received an ad-
vance from the fund should also have seven
vears within which to make the repayment.
In snpport of that point he quoted & state-
ment in the Federal Parliament by Mr.
Anthonv who at that time was Deputy Min-
ister for Commerce. That statement was
quoted hy Mr. Wood in support of his eon-
tention, and T pronose to quote the same
statement in opposition to the hon. member's
contention. T think members will agree with
me that my interpretation is the correct one.
The words to which T wish to refer are those
that were stressed by Mr. Wood himself and
were—

Hon. members will nate that the States

are heing allowed a veriod of fowr years in
which to make their first repavments of prin.

[COUNCIL.]

cipal. In fairness to the States they must be
given an opportunity to recover some of the
moneys which they, in turn, will lend to the
drought-stricken farmers.
What other interpretation can be placed on
those words than that it was the intention of
the Commonwealth Government that the
State Government should collect repayments
from farmers who bad received advances
from the fund whenever it was possible for
those farmers to make such repayments.
Therefore instead of the words of Mr.
Anthony being regarded as supporting the
case submitted by Mr. Wood, they actuoally
support the attitude of the State Govern-
ment and of the Commissioners of the Agri-
cultural Bank regarding the application of
this particular regulation. I wish it to be
distinetly understood that we have no desire
to be harsh or unfair to any farmer who is
forced into the position of having to take
advantage of these loan funds. The remark-
able feature is that while Mr. Wood suggests
that there is a tremendous volume of dis-
content amongst the farmers with respect to
this regulation, we have had hardly any
eomplaints at all,

Hon. G. B. Wood: What is the use of
complaining ¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In instances
where eomplaints have been made, I venture
to assert that there has been no justification
for them whatever.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: What, no justification
at all¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY: None at all.
It must be remembered that the Agrienitural
Bank Commissioners, where advances have
heen made to farmers, have said to them,
“If nfter you have repaid to the bank the
loan money that has been advanced to you
you still have sufficient money to ecarry
on for the next year, we will expeect that
that money shall be repaid.” That is action
similar to that taken in Victoria and New
South Wales.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Who is to decide
whother the farmer has sufficient money to
enable him' to carry on?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Commis-
sioners of the Agricuitural Bank.

Hon. J. Cornell: And that is from season
to season.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I am coming
to that point. Tn these instances where &
farmer was not in a position to repay the
amount in full, the Commissioners have sug-
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gested an amount that each individual farmer
could remsonably be expeeted to pay. It
might be £10 or £20; whatever amount was
suggested would be the figure considered
reasonable in all the cireumstances. In those
instances where it was not possible for the
farmer to make any repayment—unfor-
tunately there were quite a number of such
instances—the Commissioners have made
further funds available to him at the same
low rate of interest, but the money so ad-
vanced has been made available out of the
repayments made by other farmers who were
in a position to make repayments.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: But the farmer is still
under T.A.B. conditions, and that is what he
is worried about.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sur-
prised to hear the hon. member make that
statement.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: I know it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member surely reeognises that the Agricul-
tural Bank must have some security.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Of course, hut not over
the women and children and everything else,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is futile
for the hon. member to talk like that.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: It is not; it is correct.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is an ab-
solutely futile statement. Had the seenrity
been over the crop alone, the hon. member
well knows that the moneyv loaned and not
repaid at the ond of the first year would
have represented an unsecured debt and the
State Government would have been respons-
ible for the repavment. Mr, Piesse is most
unfair and in making such a statement I do
not think he is acting in the best interests
of the farmers.

Hon. H. L. Roche: The farmers think he
is.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: T do not
think he is doing so by any means. I re-
iterate that verv few complaints have been
reecived from farmers and in a large percent-
age of instances where farmers have heen
unable to make repayments, they have re-
ceived further advanees from monev re-
funded by more fortunate producers.

Hon. H. V., Piesse: It was hecanse they
would go under the T.AB. that repayvments
were made in some cases.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think the
position has been made perfectly elear. Un-
less the money loaned to farmers is repaid,
the general taxpayer will be responsible for
the total indebtedness. In view of the fact
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that the farmers were also in receipt of an
absolute grant in addition to advances from
the fund under diseussion, 1 cannot see any
reasonable objection to the regulation as now
framed. I say without any hesitation at all
that had it not been for the action taken by
the Agricultural Bank Commissioners and the
method adopted regarding the advances,
many of the farmers would have had to walk
off their holdings, instead of which they
are carrving on today. I repeat that in those
instances where farmers have not been ahle to
repay one penny of the advanee, and where
it has been necessary for further money to
be made available to them, funds are being
advanced to enable them to carry on, and
they are made available under the self-same-
eonditions that applied to the original ad-
vanee.

If Mr. Wood had his way instead of the
money heing made available at such a low
rate of interest, and under such advantageous
conditions, it would have to be advanced
under the erdinary I.A.B. conditions, interest
rates and so forth. I suggest that if the
action proposed by the hon, member is sue-
cesslul, the cffecet will be that many of the
farmers who are not in a position to make
repayments will not be able to carry on. On
the other hand, under the regulation the
Agricultural Bank will be able to make fur-
ther advanees so that the farmers may eon-
tinue on their holdings from year to year,
and the money made available to the State
Government by means of this fund will be
utilised over and over again, if neccssary,
to-assist farmers who are really suffering as
a result of drought conditions. Fortunately,
many of the farmers experienced a partieu-
larly satisfactory season last year. I almost
referred to a particularly good year, but I
should perhaps adhere fo the expression,
“satisfactory season.”

Hon. J. Cornell: But that good year fol-
lowed on two bad years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
The monev under discussion was not ad-
vanced in order that the farmers might meet
their liabilities incurred over a number of
vears, but was solely for the purpose of en-
abling them to carry on for that one year.
Other farmers, as hon. members will re-
collect—

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Oh, not for one year!

Hon. G. B. Wood: That money was not
advanced for one year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not like
to be misunderstood. This money was ad-
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vanced for the purpuse of enabling those
men to carry on for that year, That js
undoubtedly so. The purpose was to enable
them to carry on for that year; and if they
were not able to carry on in the year after,
further arrangements would have to be
made, and they were made under the condi-
tions I have explained. It is for that reason
I say that if any other conditions had been
laid down it would not have been possible
for those men to carry on any longer, unless,
of course, they were able to go on paying
interest on mdvances with money obtained
from some other source, It matters not how
we talk around the subject.

We have to recognise that there is a
vesponsibility on the State to see that a
fair thing is done by the farmers, and then
that the farmers do a fair thing by the
State. Moembers are aware that there is no
additional charge regarding this money. As
to the administration, it is free of
charge. The onlv charge against the
money aftev the first year is the rate of
1% per eent. interest which the farmers are
being called upon te pay. I vegard that
avrangement as highly ndvantageous, and
esperinlly so where the farmer was not able
to repay the whole of the advanee ofter the
first year. Sueh a fayvmer is gaining a great
advantage by heing allowed to eontinue to
owe that money when his only liability in
connection with it is interest at the rate of
112 per eent, pey annam.

Next with regard to another point which
the mover desires to make—that the Govern-
ment has done something illegal.  The hon,
member knows full well that the Government
has done nothing eoxcept what it is entitled
to do nnder the regulation. In the main
this regulation operates now just as it did
previously.  Tlon. members are aware that
unless the Government has a regulation, it
possesses no power to enforee the conditions
it may have laid down. So, no matter what
thi= House may deeide, whether it decides to
disallow the regnlation or not, some regula-
tion must be in foree, If the present regula-
tion ix disallowed, then the Government will
have to promulgate another vegulation, I
remind the Flonse that this money bas
alveady heen adeaneed for a period of about
12 months,

Hon. . B. Wood: The responsihility is
on you.

The CTIIEF SECRETARY: As T said
previouslv, if it is neeessary that the Gov-
ernment shonld have satisfactory security for

[COUNCIL.)

any money for which it is responsible in the
long run to the Commonwealth Government,
there can be little change in the conditions
set out in this regulation. It is just as well
to rvecognise that fact. Surely Mr. Wood will
not argue that the State Government should
be preparcd to make a grant of this money
to the farmers?

Heon. ( B. Wood: It would be a terrible
shock! Why say that%

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What is the
inference we must draw from the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks? First of all he objected to
the Agrieultural Bank Commissioners being
the authority to say whether or not the
farmer has suflicient money to carry on. Per-
haps he would prefer the farmer to be the
authority. 1f the farmer then merely said,
“I canmot repay this money,” and said the
same thing the next vear, and the year
thercafter, until the end of the seven years,
eventually the State would be responsible
for payment of the whole debt. I do not
think the mover wants that state of affairs
at all. T am inelined to think that, notwith.
standing his remarks, he wants a fair thing
to he done hy hoth parties; amd, in my
opinion, this regulation provides for that.

Let me reiferate that it is the Government’s
intention to continue veadvancing drought
relief moneys where further advances are
necessary in the case of men who have ap-
Plied for and obtained advances in the past.
Unless the recipients of this money in the
first place, are prepared to repay the ad-
vances as opportunity offers, there will be
no more moneys available under these con-
ditions, and a grave injustice will he done
to a eonsiderable number of highly desery-
ing farmers——men who, through no fault of
their own, have not only snffered the dronght
conditions which were responsible for ad-
vanees being made in this way, but have also
siffered in A similar way sinee that period.

Hon, . B. Wood: What, from drought?

The CHTEF SECRETARY: In a similar
way, Yes, hecause of drought, because of
poor ¢rops. Tf it is expeeted that those men
shall receive continued assistance, is it not
only reasonable that they should reeeive that
continned  assistance under the eonditions
attending the original loan?  That iz the
desire of the Government. T am afraid that
if there is an insistence that this money shall
not be repaid under the existing conditions,
it will not he possible to continue the assist-
ance, There are large numhers of elients not
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only of the Agricultural Bank but also of
private banking institutions who have already
repaid, if not in full, at least & great per-
centage of the money they borrowed in the
first place.

Hon. J. Cornell: They had no option but
to do so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think it fair to say that. When this ques-
tion was dealt with previously, I quoted
cases—and I could quote them again if re-
quired—where men bad many bundreds of
pounds remaining after they had repaid in
full the amount of their horrowings. By no
streteh of imagination can it be argued either
by them or by anyone else that they did not
have sufficient money to earry on for the
vear,

Hon, (. B. Wood:
cases?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This money
was advanced solely for the purpose of
allowing the farmers to carry on, and the
advanees were not made for the purpose of
covering liabilities that had been in-
enrred it previous years.  In overy case
these are examined in accordance with the
erop the farmer produced in the previous
vear, which, in many instances, was very ron-
siderable. In addition, the moncy the pro-
ducers were allowed to horrow was sufficient
to earry them over the stile for the time
heing and in some enses—they were good
ones T will allow—the results were particu-
Jarly good. Where the results were nat good
they were met hy the Agrienltural Bank
Commissioners so that they were still able to
carry on, which they wounld not be able to
do if the money were not being administered
in aceordance with this regulation.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Were 1ihese
moneys paid under pressure, or bad the
farmers no option?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: These
monevs were vepaid in aceordance with this
regulation, but each case was examined by
the Agricultural Bank (ommissioners. Tn
those cases where, in the opinion of the Com-
missioners, the farmers were able satisfae-
torily to carry on for thaf vear, in addition
to repaying the amount they had borrowed,
that money was repaid. In those cases where,
in the opinion of the Commissioners they
eould not repay the whole of the advance
and earry on, the Commissioners fised a par-
ticular amount. In some cases it was very
small; in others it was a fairly large pro-

Are those the only
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portion of the total amount advanced. In
other cases, where it was not possible for
any repayment to be made, the Commis-
sioners only said, "We will earry the amount
you have already reecived,” bat, in addition,
“We will make additional money available
so that you can carmy on this year.”

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane;: Out of the
amounts which had heen repaid?

The CHIKF SECRETARY: Yos, and
which maney had been advanced at the
same rate of interest, 134 per cent.

Hon. G. B, Wood: How mueh money is
in the fund now?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T do not
know. The amount involved is £570,000.

Hon. (. B, Wond: That is the original
sum.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the
limited lime T have had at my disposal I
have not heen able to discuss the matter at
any length with the Agrieultuoral Bank Com-
missioners, hat I am advised that a consiler-
able snm of money has heen vepaid in full,
and that a fair proportion of the money
which hag heen w0 vepaid has been rve-
advanved to other faniners who would not be
able, otherwise; to earry on. It has been
re-advaneed under the terms of this regmla-
tion. U'nder these eirenmstances, I must op-
pose the motion and 1 hope that, on this
oceasion, in the interssts of the farmers
themsetves, this Honse will not agree to the
disaliowanee of thix regulation.

HON, J. CORNELL (South) [11.35]:
After hearing the Chief Scerelary one wounld
think that everyvthing in the garden was
lovely and that the people in ¢harge of the
administration of this fund were benefactors.
Tmst session T voted against the disallowanece
of this regulation, mainly, as T stated then,
beeause I thought we ought to aceept the
regulation and give it a trial, 4o see how
the party charged with the eollection of this
money would face up to the sitwation; and
individnn!l e¢ases eonld he deeided on their
merits,  The regulation was not disallowrd
heeause of the bnrdens, nor hecause of
phraseolozy. Tt was disallowed because of
tts applieation, T warned members who voted
agninst it that what has happened wonld
happen; that there would he nothing in the
application and that hefore the House eould
meet this regulation would be promulgated
almost in its entirety again-—and that is
exactly what has happened.
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I do not admit that the Government has
done anything illegal. While the regulation
is in force and not disallowed, its applieation
is cquivalent to that of an Act of Parliament.
Anything done up to the time of its dis-
allowance is legal. It was questionable tactics
to put it up in its particular form. Down
the years there have heen regulations apply-
ing to the mining industry which were drastic
and could be drastie in their application.
They were disallowed, but before they were
amended and promulgated the aetnal people
who would he affeeted were given some con-
sideration, and the regulations modified in
acecordance with their wishes, That has not
been done in this case.

Since we last met I have covered a fair
area of this State in the South Province.
I candidly admit, to use a vulgarism, that
by and large the psychology existing today
amongst the men on the land is rotten. That
is the answer to the guestion of the Chief
Secretary as to why no protest has been made
in most cases. I happen to have been for 15
years or more on the land eommittee of the
R.5.L. and am foday its chairman. It now
meets about twice & year. That is construed
into a belief that all the men on the land are
satisfied.  The right construction is that
they are fed up.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Quite right; it is hope-
less!

Hon. J. CORNELL: Their position is
hopeless and the outlook is worse, Jimmy
Cornell is nothing if he is not honest. With-
in the Iast few months I have said o con-
stitnents of mine and old friends, when they
have asked my candid opinion abount the
land, “Why not get out?”’

Hon. H. L. Roche: That is the only adviee
you can give them.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I have said, “Why
not get out and ecome down here and get in
where the going is good?” No man, with any
semblanee of honesty, who travels the remote
agricultural parts of this State could do
otherwise. The end can he seen. Eventually
they will have to get out. If, tomorrow, the
Government were to endeavour to make the
frade unions of this country repay half a
nillion of money, and to say bow it must
be paid, with no right of appeal agains{ such
a decision, the unions would not stand for
it.

The position of Agrienltural Bank clients
with whom T have come in contact is that
the inspectors ask them their reguwirements.

[COUNCIL.)

They say it is this and that. Although I
supported this regulation and the Act that
authorised it, I never, in my wildest moments,
thought that the full force of the amended
Industrics Assistance Act as altered by six
words would be construed so as to place the
drought relief scheme solely under the Aect.
I do not think it was fair to do so. I
have dealt with the Commissioners of
the Agricultural Bank on the basis that each
man’s case has its own peculiarities, I have
asked, in connection with drought relief,
“Put up n case to me and I will endeavour
to treat for you, individually.” They say,
“What is the use?” That is the sole reason
why there are no eomplaints.

The Agricultural Bank Commissioners
should not be the sole deciding factor as to
how much a client should repay. The Ag-
ricultural Bank Commissioners have set
out on a file a man’s position and
they say to him, “You can repay the
lot, or you can repay so¢ much.” In
another case they might say, “You are
a married man. We will allow you 30s. a
week sustenance,” That is equivalent to
saying, “I have to keep an evacuee on 2s. 6d.
a day.” If I had to keep someone on 2s5. 6d.
a day, I would eut down my regimen of
living and he would have {o do the same. It
would be hrend and water sometimes. The
man on the land has to live on what he
gets, and his living is hard and very often
meagre. Anyone who goes amongst them
knows it.

What are the opportunities for his child-
ren? None at all. He cannot have them
edueated. The latest move is an attack on
the very heart and soul, limb and body of the
correspondence school on which many farm-
ers of this State depend. The Teachers’
Training College has heen taken over by the
Military Authorities and the prineipal and
pupils have had to pack wp their Kkits
and find another place in which to live.
I feel very sympathetic regarding these
people. After what the Chief Secretary has
said, it srems that the general taxpayer will
have to pay £500,000 if the farmer canoot
pay it. Tn view of what we see every hour
and minute of the day, it would not he an
nngracious act to say to the farmer, “Well,
vou need not payv anything at afl.” TIf these
men are foreed off their holdings, and T am
sure a lot of them will go——

The Chicf Seeretary: A lot of them have
gone.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: That is so. It will
be easier for many of them to go off their
land, and immediately they do so, that will
be the end of the show, Before any man
leaves his holding, the authoriiies should ex-
tend to him consideration similar to that
which they are prepared to give a new man.
On this ocecasion I intend to vote for the
motion. I do not eare whether the Govern-
ment finds itself up against things in the
matter of the repayment of this money. We
are justified in putting every obstacle in
the way of the Government respecting its
action in foreing 80 per cent. of the men to
pay up. That is merely taking the line of
reason, .

If the non-repayment of the half million of
money will mean that s lot of farmers will
remain on their holdings who would other-
wise walk off, our action will have been jus-
tified. A man who sticks to his land is one
of the best assets of the State and I intend
to give him all possible support. I realise
that another regulation will be promulgated
by the Government. I know that some of
these farmers have already paid up. I have
explained the reason why they paid; they
did o hecause they had practically noe
option; the money was taken from them.
The Agricultural Bank said in effect, “There
is your position. You are able to pay and
you must pay it off.”  We feel that the
farmers have merely heen appealing from
Caesar to Caesar and have received no con-
sideration.

HON. H L. ROCHE (Houth-Fast)
{11.48]: I support the motion for the dis-
allowance of the regulation. It seems to me
that the Government has committed a shock-
ing breach of faith in introducing a regula.
tion snch as this to implement an amendment
of the Industries Assistance Aet passed a
couple of sessions ago. I believe that Minis-
ters are destroxing any basis of confidence
in themn that exista in the agricultnral areas,
confidence in their good faith and respeect
for the pronouncements they make regarding
the farmer and his position. Seemingly they
are deaf, dumb and blind to what is teking
place, or is it that when they speak of the
need for increasing 'productior and stabilis-
ing the industry, they are talking with their
tongues in their cheeks? They are deaf to
all the representations that have been made,
dumhb to the eonditions as they exist and
blind to the results—declining production
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and declining population on the farms and
in the country areas generally--and the most
the Government can do is to bring forward
a regulation of thig kind, notwithstanding
the specific assurances given in another place
that the money would be advanced under cer-
tain terms and conditions. In spite of those
assurances, the Government now turns round
and repudiates one of those conditions by
promulgating this regulation.

The Chief Secretary: There is no repudia-
tion whatever.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Specific assurances
were given in another place and were con-
tained in the form that applicants for assist-
ance were required to sign. 1t was guoted
here last year when g similar regulation was
disallowed, but I shall quote it again in view
of the Minister’s statement in order to re-
fresh the minds of members, The Minister
told us that he had no knowledge of the
existence of much opposition to the regula-
tion. Country members have, As Mr. Cor-
nell explained, possibly ncither the Minister
nor the Commissioners of the Agricultural
Bank have any knowledge of the hostility to
the Government's action in this matter, be-
canse the farmer has reached the stage when
he realises the hopelessness of appealing
from Caesar to Caesar.

We are passing through a very anxious
time and are looking forward to big de-
mands heing made on farmers in the near
future to inerease production of certain lines,
bnt thiy is the sort of encouragement they
are receiving. I am afraid that unless there
is a change of spirit on the part of the
Government, rmeh of the appeal wilk
fall on deaf ears, deaf not through any lack
of loyalty or lack of desire to help the
country, but deaf because they realise that
in the past advantage has been taken of
them und they are not prepnred to run a
gsimilar risk again. As to the assuranee
given to the farmers on the document they
signed, » small slip was attached to one
of the original 1.AB, application forms
containing the wordsg:—

All concessions in connection with the in.
terest rates and terms of repayment will be
granted on this application when the Com-
monwealth cenditions are known.

Apart from the interest, a Common-
wealth condition was that for the first
three years there would be no repayment
of the prineipal sum advaneed, and this
regulation cuts right across that eondition.
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The Premier, when discussing the matter
in another place, inade several references
to the conditions, one of which was;—

The prineiple on which we propose to deal
with this money is that the State will ae-
cept responsibility for all the administration
costs, and whatever terms we get from the
Commonwealth Government in the shape of
interest rebate or cheap money will bhe passed
on to the farmera. For instance, the Com-
monwealth Government has said that it will
not charge the State Governments any in-
terest on the money for the first 12 nonths,
We propose to hand that benefit to the farm-
ers, Any farmer who receives drought relief
moncy this year will pry no interest what-
ever on it for this year. If g farmer can
get out of debt and repay it some day, all
the better,

There was no suggeslion that the farmer
would be made to vepay it in the first year.
I am quoting from ‘‘Hansard,'’ page
2278, Similar statements will be found
also on pages 2378 and 2381,

The Chief Secretary: You dv not suggest
that those conditions do not apply 7

Hon, H., L. ROCHE: 1 do suggest that
they are not applying under this regula-
tion. We were given a speeifie assurance
that there would be no repayments for
three years and now the Government brings
down a regulation providing for repayment,
where the Commissioners ave satisfied it
can be made, within 12 inoenths.

The Chief Secretary: Who gave the as-
surance that there would be no repayment
for three yonrs?

Houn. 1 1. ROCHE : Tt scems that T shall
have to quote further statements wade by
the Premier for the information of the (hief
Seeretary. It is gencrally eonceded that
the Commonwealth mouey was lent to the
State on condition that the Commoenwealth
would pay all the interest rates for the first
year and half the interest rates for the
balanee of the term of the loan, which was
for seven years. and that there would be no
repayment of the principal amount for the
first three years. T assume that the Minister
will agree with thal. Right throuch the
dehate on this legislation in another place,
the assuranee was given that the tevms and
conditions obtained from the Commonwealth
wonlt be conceded to the farmers. When the
Chief Seeretary asks who gave the assurance,
T reply that there is suflieient evidence in
“Hansard” and in the form the Earners were
asked to sign to show that that was a <e-
finite term of the contract.

[COUNCIL.]

T have reeeived complaints from various
parts of my clectorate about the attitude of
the Government and the effect on both the
farmers and the people doing business with
them. T have a letter dated the 10th March
from the Katanning Chamber of Commerce
as follows:—-

At a meeting of this Chamber held this
week the matter of the hardship that has
been inflicted on wheatgrowers (particolarly
Agricultural Bank clients) by the action of
the Bank in seizing the whole of last year's
drought rclief advance from the proceeds of
this year’s harvest was discussed.

It was pointed out that when this advance
was made last year, the terms of repayment
wero to cover a period of seven years, the
first to Le free of interest, with a charge of
2 per ecnt. on the balance. The Bank has
now seized the whole of the advance from
this year's harvest and lias added insult to
injury by offering to re-ndvance the moncy,
but only under IAB, conditions, a direct
contradiction of the conditions of repayment
put forward by the Government at the time
of the advance.

This Chamber feels that the Government, in
acting in this way against a section of the
community already hard-pressed, has com-
mitterll what could almost be considered a
sharp practice, and would be glad if you could
use your utmost endeavours to obtain some
form of relief on their behalf,

The Chief Scervetary: Have vou snbmitted
that letter to the Agriecultural Bank9

Tion. 1I. L. ROCUE: [ have not. Most of
the cases mentioned have been referred to
the Bank. This House has a perfeet right
to maindnin its attilude towards the regu-
lations thal were disallowed earlier in the
session and have been reintroduced with a
slight alteration.  The Government is not
allogether fair to this House in reintroducing
fhe repulations in the same session and ex-
pecling members to approve of them in the
form in which they are presented. The only
allerafion made is to paragraph {(4). [ shall
not delay the House by veading the regula-
tion disallowed, but T shall read the regu-
Intion as altered, so that members will un-
deysiand that no one, exeept the Commis-
sioners of the Agricultural Bank, is heing
considered. The regulation reads—

Wlhen for the purpose of paragraph (3) of
this reguiation the Commissioners are con-
sidering whether or not, nfter repayment in
full of the advances or moneys owing by the
horrower, the balance of the proeceeds derived
by the borrower from his operation aforesaid
are sufficicnt to enable him to enrry on his
said operations during the next ensuing
season—
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What follows is the part that was altered—
——interest owing to creditors of the
borrower other than the Commissioners, and
payments in reapeet of machinery or plant
owing by the borrower to persons other than
the Commissioners, shall not be taken into
aecount ag being cexpenses incidental to the
carrying on of his said operations by the
borrower. .

This 1louse must disailow these regulations
because they are unfair to the farmer and
unfair to the people who, in good faith and
on the assurances that were given, are
doing business with the farmer, and becaunse
they are causing the morale of the farmers
to become lower and lower. I support the
motion.

HON. H. V. PIESBE (South-Kast)
[12.3]: It had not been my intention to
speak on this matter, beeause both my eol-
leagues put forward an excellent ease; but,
baving listened to the Chiel Sceretary this
morning, [ consider some explanation is due
for my having interjected while he was
addressing the House. The Chief Sceretary
said that the farmers were repaying in a
voluntary manner, but he knows just as well
as 1 do that the farmers do not handle a
single penny of this money. 1t is all paid
to the Agrienltural Bank, which in turn pays
ont to the farmers what it considers fo be
the correct amount after it has gone into
the facts of each ease.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Did the farmers
protest®

Hon. II. V. PIESSE: Come to my office
in Katanning on any Friday afternoon and
see the farmers there! I can assure the hon,
member they do profest. I often have as
many as ten Tarmers in my office on a Friday
afternoon. Mr, Watts, further up the street,
may have a considerably larger number.
They are protesting! Their one life-long
Jjob is protesting. Any country member of
Parliament, particnlarly those cannected with
the wheatgrowing industry and stock, and in-
terested in outback properties in  distriets
such as Nyabing and Pingrup, must know
that the farmers are protesting. Tet the hon.
member ask the question of those members

who represent distriets such as T have
mentioned.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Bat T am ask-
ing you.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I have given the
answer. I am pleased that Mr. Roche read
the letter from the Chamber of Commerce
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at Katanning., That body is comprised of
business men who take a keen interest in
the affairs of the farmer, beeause, when all
is said and done, their suceess is the farmer’s
suecess, and vice versa. The business people
of Katanning are dependent upon the sue-
cess of the farming community, They know
what s toking place, because they are the
people who have advanced money to the
farmer without seeurity. ‘They have sold
the farmers tractors and farming machinery
on credit. Of course, they are not singular
in this rvespeet, becanse the same thing ap-
plies throughout our country distriets. Un-
der these regulations, the Agricultural Bank
will not permit the farmer to make payments
to these business people. How would &
crop be produced were it not that this
nachinery had been supplied to the farmer?
How could he put in his erop? How would
the Agrieultural Bank get on for is in-.
terest if this machinery had not been sup--
plied by the merchants? I shall read some
notes that were handed to me by a man whe
had congratulated Mr. Thomson on the splen-
difd effort he made here in December last
with regard to this regulation. That man
had read “Hansard” ecarefully, As Mr
Thomson is ill, the man thought it only
vight that he should pass the notes an to
me. He zaid he hoped they would he of
some use to me if I got the opportunity
to debate the matter again in the House.
He says—

I am not the only one in thia sort of position
in this district. I know of one who has paid
off hig drought rclief advance and will not
re-apply, and another who was teld that his
sheep shonld be sufficient to carry him on.
This latter case involved repayment of approxi-
mately £150. As far as T am concerned, I
would not take any further assistance of this
character under any conesideration.  If T have
not made things quite clear for you, will you
please let me know, and T will be happy to do
what I ean.

This man had obtained an advance from the
Agricultural Bank and had carried on in
the snme way as had many other farmers.
When these farmers were up against it on
aceount of the drought eonditions, they were
delighted to learn that they would have an
opportunity to obtain financial relief. Little.
did they know, when they signed for the
advance, that they were really placing them-.
selves under the I.LA.B. The farmer's state-.
ment continnes—

On my firat visit to the Agricultural Bank-
after finishing harvesting and delivering my-
whent, the only eatisfaction I'got was that
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drought relief would probably be refunded if
appiied for, and that I should see my stock
firm to ascertain the amount of finance that
would be available for carrying on this scason,
Ag I knew, approximately, the amount I e¢ould
obtain on my sheep . . .

He then sets out his schedule, which I do
not intend to read to the House. The amount
he required was £330 10s. He had a Sunder
seeder to be paid for out of surplus wool
funds, and had to pay £10 to the Agricul-
tural Bank. He goes on to say—

By the next mail I received the year’s ap-
proval from the Agricultural Bank, which was
very different from the one drawn up by the
Bank’s inspector.

His application was reduced from £350 to
£282 10s. This is the part T wish to empha-
sise—

The acceptonce of this programme would re-
quire that I make over my wheat serip for
1941-42 for 500 {over) bags to the Agricultural
Bank, and also retention money held on wool,
and also any further payment rteceived on
wool; this latter condition referring to wool
was not on paper but was stated to me by the
loenl manager of the bank at a later interview,
Also, it was a condition that (I quote from the
Bank’s approval form): ¢‘No further finance
will be arranged and the allowances approved
are subjeet to reduetion if circumstances war-
rant it.’’

That is the generous wmethod by which the
Agricultural Bank Commissioners, through
their officers, are dealing with these appli-
cafions. The man’s signature is at the foot
of the letter, but I do net propose to men-
tion his name to the House. The Chief See-
retary, if he so desires, may inspect the
letter, which continnes—

Again I interviewed the Agricultural Bank,
and saw the local manager this time, and told
him that I could not agree to the Bank's pro-
gramme ; firatly, it was distinetly different from
the programme drawn up by the Bank’s in-
gpector, and I had made arrangements with my
stock firm on the previous proposal; and,
seeondly, the conditions laid down by the Bank
certainly did not appeal to me.

The Bank manager then told him that he
would re-submit the case, becanse, in his
opinion, & misunderstanding had taken place.
The letter econtinues—

In fairness to the local manager, I must
say he offered, as T had apparently been misled
by one of the Bank’s staff, to submit the
original programme fo the Commissioners for
re-consideration, As the biggest objection I
had to the whole business was the faet that
the bank has caused me to break faith with
the firm in question, I refused to aecept any
refund of drought relief money, and I paid
the bank the amount necessary to elear off
the interest and drought relief. I obtained his
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assurance that he would immediately approve
of the following programme to be financed on
the stock account from Dalgety & Co.
The programme approved on that oceasion
was for an advance of £221; the amount
gets smaller each time, but that was the sum
originally approved by the Agricultural
Bank. He continues—

Up to date I have heard nothing further, but
I am living in hope, even if .. . In any case
I am free of the Bank, except for mceting my
interest next year; and, if ever you lear of
me taking any other relief, you ara quite at
liberty to call me nasty names. On the final
reckoning, it took all my wheat, plus £10, to
satisfy the Agricultural Bank’s claims and one
bale of cornsacks. A splendid performance, I
don’t think!
Is that the letter of a satisfied man? His
farm is in the Nyabing district. The road
board in that district circularised every mem-
ber representing the eastern and southern
distriets setting out the facts of these cases.
Then we have the Minister standing on his
feet in this Chamber and telling members of
the way in which the Agricultnral Bank
deals with the primsry producers. 1If ever
the Minister spoke with his tongue in his
cheek he did so on this oceasion, becanse he
well knows what the position is. The farmer
whose letter I quoted is a trained business
man and an engineer—he typed his letter
and made a good job of it. He eounld, if he
so desired, walk off his farm tomorrow and
obtain work in Perth. If he did so, his
farm would in the course of two or three
vears revert to nature. That would he a loss
to the State, because farmers today are be-
ing asked to continue their operations. These
men are up against all sorts of difficulties,
and yet we have the Chicf Secretary telling
us what a splendid deal they are getting from
the Agricultural Bank and its officers,

The Chief Secretary: I would like to get
an opportunity to read that letter.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: There is no need
for me to say more on the motion.

HON. &. B. WOOD (East—in reply)
[12.18]: I shall not detain the House very
long in replying. I was sorry to hear the
Chief Secretary belittle my case on account
of its brevity. I said definitely vesterday
that, as this matter had been so fully de-
bated last year, I would pnt my case as
sueeinetly as possible. ILater on in his re-
marks the Chief Seeretary insinuated that
I was talkine all round the matter. TFirst
he aceuses me of heing too brief and later
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of talking all round the matter, I ask
members who talked all round the matter,
the Chief Secretary or I? The Chief Sec-
retary did touch upor many matters which
had nothing to do with the case I put up.
He spoke about the delay. We are not
concerned about the delay in promulgating
the regulations; that does not eome inio the
pieture at all. Our ecase is mainly that
these farmers who received drought relief
were brought under the LAB. and were
asked to repay the whole amount at onee
after having been assurved that they would
have six years within which to pay it. The
Chief Secretary had something to say about
Mr, Anthony, whom I quoted; but the
Chief Seerctary did not take me to task
for quoting what the Premier said, 1 ask
members whether this is a breach of con-
tract or not. The Premier said:—

Regulations will then be passed providing
that in conneetion with the amount of
£570,000 to be issued this year as drought
relief, no interest will be charged to the
farmers for the first year, and only half
interest will be charged for the next six years.

If there is not an implieation that this
money could be refunded over a period, I
do not know what it is. Then we have &
regulation which gives the Commissioners
power to grab all the money in the first
year. I venture to say the Commissioners
do not know the cirecumstances of the farm-
ers, They say, **You have a good ¢rop, and
von must give us all the money back.”’
The result is that the farmers are embar-
rassed  for the next year and the year
after through having had to make so large
a repayment. On the Chief Secretary’s
own admission, these farmers have paid
hack a lot of the money. As a matter of
fact, they have been made to pay it back.
It has been implied that a lot of the money
will not be refunded, and the taxpayers
will have to pay it, but I do not think they
will.  Our quarrel is that the privilege of
having six years in which to repay the
money has been taken from these farmers.
I believe it will praetically all be paid back.
A few may not meet the obligation, but the
pereentage will be very small indeed.

The Chief Secretary: I wish I could be-
lieve that,.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Mr. Cornell said that
if the responsibility for finding all the
money was thrown back on the taxpayers,
it would not matter very muech, but I do
not think that very much will be thrown
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back on the taxpayers, if the farmers are
given a chance. If, however, they are
asked to pay the lot back at once, they
will be embarrassed, and will have to re-
turn to I.AB, conditions, as Mr. Piesse
said, in regard to interest and other things.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Not in regard to in-
terest.

The Chief Secretary: That is not in ae-
cordance with the facts.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am sorry if I made
a mistake in regard to the interest posi-
tion, but they will have to come under the
LAB. for everything else. Everything will
go into the melting pot and the LA.B. will
have a lien over everything. That is indi-
cated by the letter which Mr. Plessc read.
We are not speaking of things that do not.
happen. By interjection Mr. Macfarlane
asked, “Are they satisfied?’ I agree with:
what Mr. Cornell said, that people in the:
country have lost heart, and do not bother:.
The Chief Secretary said there had been no
complaints. That is beeanse many people,
knowing the eonditions, did not apply for
this money. I know muny who would not
apply though thev desperately necded the
advance. They were not prepared to bhe
placed under the ILAB. to wet it

There has definitely been a  breach of
contract. I read yesterday what the Pre-
mier said, and that was enough. T am sorry
the Chief Seeretary did not have some ex-
cuse to make for the Premier's remarks.
He was able to quote something by Mr.
Anthony, but not by the Premier. A regu-
lation was disallowed hy the Legislative
Council last November, and a fresh regulation
in almost similar terms should not have been
gazetted on the 15th February. The legal-
ity of the action has been questioned. I eom-
sider that it was definitely questionable, 1
read both regulations and there was only a
small alteration in the second one whick was
gazetted. I do not think anything has hap-
pened to alter the views of members of this
Chamber on the subject, or to induce them
to change their vole. I expect them to agree
that s definite contract has heen brokem
and that the wishes of this Chamber Have
heen flouted. Of course, the Government
did not know we would be sitting again this:
month when that regulation was gazetted.
In that regard, the Government made a Iittle
glip. It did not think there would be an-
other sitting until August.
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The Chief Seeretary: That is a most nn-
fair statement.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: [ say that perhaps
the Government did not know.

The Chief Sceretary: T think yon should
withdraw that statement.

Hon, G. B, WOOD: If it is distasteful
te the Chief Seeretary, I will withdraw, but
I repeat that it was very nuestionable for
the Government to introduce a regmlation
similar to one already disallowed by the
Council. I hope the House will agree to
the motion.

The Chict Seeretary :
reygulation,

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Then have a decent
one that will suit everybody. Have one that
will not be a breach of contraet.

Question put and passed.

We must have a

MOTION—PRINTING MINISTERIAL
STATEMENT.

As to State's War Efort.

Debate vesumed from the previous day
on the following motion by the Chief Nee-
retary—

That the Ministeriul Statemeut be printed.

HON. E. M, HEENAN (North-East)
[1222]: T agree with other members that
this mecting of Parliument was warranted
and that the proccedings have justified il
At a time like this when our eountry is en-
gaged in p vital stronggle for life many
people argne that State Parliaments bhave
no uscful funetion and that they should
cease to exist. I am inelined to think that o
session such as this does something to refute
that idea and that in that respeet the calling
of Parlinment on this occasion has been jus-
tified. I listened with interest to the Chief
Secretary's comprehensive statement of the
Government's actions in reeent months, and
I am econvineed that the varions Ministers
have been doing a very good job,

Events have happened with startling
rapidity and, for the first time in our his-
tory as a nation, we are faced with the im-
minent prospect of am invasion. It is very
enconraging to learn from the Chief Secre-
tery that the position of Australia’s de-
fence has been much improved and that if
there is no reason for undune optimism, at
the same time there is no cause for undue
pessimism. I can only express the hope that
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conditions will improve in our favour and
that during the critical months that lie
ahead we will have more cause for optimism
than exists at present. In that respect, 1
fael certain that all members will agree with
me when I pay a tribute to our Prime Min-
ister for the excellent job he is doing in
this hour of Australia’s greatest peril.

As a goldfields member, I am deeply con-
cerned ahout the uncertain position of
the mining industry. Tharing reeent wecks
[ have been eontinually asked what poliey
is to be pursued but T have not been in a
position to answer that query and apparently
at the present time nobody else is in a posi-
tion to do so. I think I can say with confi-
dence that the attitnde of the goldfields
[:eople is that they ave prepared for and are
even anxious to endure any sacviliee veason-
ably reqnived or demanded of them in the
interests of Australia. XNo community is
wove willing to take its full shave of vespon-
sibilify for the war effort. Goldfields young
men have enlisted in their thousands: the
people have contributed more than their
quota to wur loans; active V.D.C. units
have been formed in practically every centre
of imperiance; and A R.P. workors and other
hodies are deing splendid jobs.

There is a fecling, however, that sometinies
the value and the vital importance of the
voldmining industry 15 nnderestimated.
People consider that there is not always a
realisation of the fact that it has taken over
40 years of hard work, plus millions of ensh
and a vast amount of scientifie researeh and
knowledge to hring the industry to its pre-
sent peak. The fact that the industry has
already produced gold to the value of
£250,000,000 is sometimes forgotten as is the
fact that at present it is producing gold of
an annual value of about £12,000,000. Again,
there is in Kalgoorlie and Boulder alone a
population of approximately 24,000 people
divectly dependent on the industry for a
livelthood. to say nothing of the popula-
fions in sueh plaeces as Norseman, Cool-
gardic, Leonora, Laverton, Wiluna and else-
where. Any policy which directly affects the
existence of those places must, of course,
he most earvefully considered.

I realise that at a time like this first things
must come first and that the paramount task
now is to obilise the manpower of the
whole of Australia in order to rvepel the
enemy. At the same time it would be unwise
not to have an eye to the future and not
fo lay plans for the time when prace is
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declared and the mining industry again takes
it~ vital place as onc of the most important
industries in the Commonwealth. 1t is in
this respeet that the greatest care must be
faken with the industry, If some mines are
forced fo clore whole commumities will dis-
appear. Tt must he cavefully econsidered
whether sneh a result ean be avoided, es-
recially in towns which depend on one mine
for their existence. T am guite conscious of
the faet that the Government of Western
Australin is deeply  concerned  with  this
problem and is giving it most eaveful con-
stderation, 1 am sure the same remarks
apply to the Federal Government, and I
am confident that a wise decision will he
arrived at after full conxideration ix given to
all the surronnding ciremstanees,

There has been a failure on the woldlields
to date to have the district declared a vital
war aren. This omission has eaused the loecal
soverning bodies grave concern beeause they
fool that, shonld Western Australia he sob-
iected to air raids, the goldfields will be
among the first objectives.  Thal viewpoint
seems reasonable, in view of the fact that
there is a very important aevodrome at Kal-
goorlie. That eentre is also {he terminus of
the East-Woest vailway and it is there that
that line junctions with the main line to
the metropoliz, Furthermore, Kalgoorlie de-
pends enlively upon its water supply. I
air raid preeantions are neeessary anywhere,
it seems fo me they are essential on the
zoldfields. 1f the job is worth doing at all,
it =hould be done propevly. T hope, there-
fore, that whatever anthority is charged with
the responsibility for making the requisite
deelaration will not hesitate to do so. As T
remarked earlier. we have at Ralgoorlie a
very active and efficient A.R.P. organisation,
the members of which feel that thex eannot
accomplish their best work hecause of the
failure to deelare the goldfields a vital area.

There is one other matter to which T
de=ire 1o refer and that is the statement by
the Chief Seeretary to the effect that during
the corrent vear Western Amstralia must
produce a far greater quantity of vegetables
than forinerly. The reason for that is ob-
vious heeause there must be an influx of
many lhousands of troops to Western Aus-
tralia. It is a matter of common knowledge
that on the goldfields we have a hig eamp
of internees. That makes the problem of
supplies more difficult and it has heen par-
ticularly acute during reeent weeks. I
proffer the suggestion that a scheme he
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evolved for cxploiting vegetable grow-
ing on the fields. Quite a number of
internees are Italians or Slavs whe
are very proficient in eonnection with

market gardening, und it seems to me their
serviees could be availed of in that direction.
Then, again, we have had a marvellous season
in that section of the State, In fact, T have
heard it referred to as “the season of a
century.”  The water supplies locally are
ab present ample and the goldfields soil lends
itselt’ particularly to the growth of eertain
Lypes of vegetables, Those who have par-
taken of vegetables grown there will agree
that no other eentre in the world could pro-
duee hetter crops. It seems to me therefore
Lhat some seheme should be devised to make
the most of these propitions civcumstances,
Centres like Laverton, Leonora and Menzies
have to import vegetable supplies ag well as
ordinnry foodstulfs, The position in respect
of the latter is fairly satisfaetory exeept
that from time to time the railway service is
dislocated consequent upon the depredations
caused by heavy rainfall. In sneh instaneces,
of eourse, perishable goods are not available.
A suggestion was made to me by the sec-
retary of the Leonora Road Board that a
scheme should he formulated for the growing
of vegetahles in the northern country where
the suil is cminently suitable for sueh pre-
duction bnt where the cost of water makes
sueh an undertaking prohibitive. At present
the charvge is 58, per 1,000 gallons, Appar-
ently, in all parts of the State ample water
supplics are conserved at present, and in
view of {he sertons situation confronting the
State for the time heing, it seems to me
that water should he made available to
people at various ontlving centres at a mint-
mum cost.  Should anything happen to the
railway hetween Perth and Kolgoorlie or to
the line streteching from WKalgoorlie to the
north, the people in the outlving areas wilt
he deprived of all elasses of vegetable goods.
Sueh articles eannot he stored and thevefore
if a scheme such as T have suggested woere
to he pat in hand, those people conld grow
their own vegetables and make them inde.
pendent of what may possibly ocenr in the
near future, bt which T =inecerely hope will
never eveninate. T sapport the motion

HON. W. J MANN (South-West}
I12.37]: T wish to add a small eontribution
to the dehate hefore it concludes and to take
the opportunity provided by this special
ResRion to express some views T hold regard-
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ing one or two matters. It is the paramount
duty of members of Parliament as represen-
tatives of the people to keep themselves
thoroughly aequainted with current happen-
ings and events. In these days of serious
erises, T regard it as essential that members
of Parliament shall be given all the infor-
mation that ean bhe safely placed at their
disposal. I was struck recently, on perusing
a pavagraph published in the “West Austra-
lian” in which the return of the Premier
and the Minister for Lands from the Eastern
States was announced, to note that at a meet-
ing of the Parliamentery Labour Party the
Premier and his colleague had addressed
members and informed them of what was
heing done. If any such announcement or
report was to he given on the return of
Ministers of the Crown from a visit to the
Fastern States, T think Parliament should be
entitled to it.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Quite right,

Members: Hear, hear!

Ion. W. J. MANN: Parliament should be
entitled to the announcement rather than that
it shounld be made to one political party. I
do not suggest anything sinister regarding
the matter, nor do I suggest that the Pre.
mier, for whom I have much admiration,
would do or say anything to which members
of this Chamber would take exception, but I
honestly think that should the Premier go
East and on returning feel it incumbent
upon him to make a statement regarding his
mission, he should make the announcement
to Parliament as a whole and not merely to
one scetion,

I hope that Pavlinment will he called to-
gether at given periods. I trust we shall
not merely finish up this short session and
then not meet again until the ordinary time
for sitting in July. TIf there is anything
that we as members of Parliament should
know, then T think the Government should
be glad to take the opportanity of letting
ns have the information., Tgnorance mini-
mises our individual wsefulness whereas the
possession of reliable information could help
considerably in times such as the present, I
welcome the suggestion for the appoint-
ment of commitiees to assist in varions
aetivitiea,  There is no monopoly of
brain power held by those associated with
the Civil Service, from whieh the personnel
of quite a number of committees and boards
has been drawn. I think memhers of Par-
liament have much ahility of which use
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could be made and the services of members
would gladly be made available to assist
in various directions. The Government may
bear in mind what the Federal Government
has already done and perhaps the Premier
and his eolleagues will see fit to follow suit.

I shall not make any lengthy reference
to the war situation and I make no apology
for holding some opinions regarding the
proseeution of hostilities so far as the posi-
tion appenls to me. I do not intend to speak
from the standpoint of strategy but from
the point of view of staff contribution. 1t
seems to me that there are a great many
men walking round in kbaki with compar-
atively soft jobs to.carry out and, as one
hon. member remarked earlier in the debate,
walking from one building to another carry-
ing files and languidly waiting about for
action by someone else who never seems to
be in any hurry to reach a decision.

During the past few months I have been
in some departments and I have been as-
tonished at the number of apparently able-
bodied men doing work whiech, it appeared
to me, could well have been done by juniors.
I quite realise that experience covnts but I
do not know that the experience of quite a
number of people I know personally in
such positions wonld be of very much value
to me if I required assistance, The vacilla-
tion and ecircomloention that ave apparent
in some public departments would almost
make one weep. That tendency is not con-
fined to Western Australin alone but is
Commonwealth wide. If any hon. member
wishes to get annoyed and hot under the
collar, and to develop the desire to break
something, I commend him to read some of
the reports that have been issued regarding
the Inventions Board established by the
Commonwealth. If there is one episode that
stands out as more outrageous than any
other, it iz that relating to the Owen gun.
In view of the difficulties ereated, the neg-
leet to take nection, the refusal to listen to
qualified men, and the evasion that went on
in vespect of that matter, one wonders
whether the people concerned are paid to
Yook after the interests of the nation or
those of someone else.

It is a shocking state of affairs. I noticed
in this morning’s paper a good article by
one of the correspondents with our forees
oversea. He makes a reference to present-
day prophets being “tuppence a dozen™ I
myself do net wish to be a prophet. I do
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not know whether I would pay tuppence a
dozen for praphets or mnot. However, I
want to say, without disseminating an atmos-
phere of gloom, that I fully coneur in most
of what that eorrespondent wrote about the
possibilities of invasion of Australin. To
me it seems most extraordinary, as I go up
and down the ecountry, particularly where
one is not known and often gets into second-
class carriages and meets all sorts of peo-
ple, thus listening to quite a deal of com-
ment on eurrent affairs that otherwise one
would not have the opportunity of hearing,
to observe the number of men of mature
years who adopt the role of prophet and
who want to tell their listeners that they
happen to know there is no chance of Aus-
tralia ever being invaded, that the Japanese
are going to do this and that and the other
thing; and then the prophet sets ouf
to tell why it js so. I read a bit, and T
have lately read quite a lot of comparatively
recent history of Japan, Ausiralia and Bri-
tain. As one reads what has happened,
especially within the last four or five years,
one ean come to only onc conclusion, that
unless the Japanese are definitely stopped
elsewhere, they are as surely as night fol-
lows day coming to take Australia.

Hon. C. B, Williams: They are going to
try.

Hon. W. J. MANX: Yes, it can be put
that way. But in the opinion of the Japanese,
they are going to take Australia. I have
tformed the helief that for a great many
vears Japanese gpinion was highly favour-
ahle to Great Britain. I do not know that
even np to three or four years ago the
Japanese were strongly antagonistic to us.
Certainly in their Greater Asia policy they
were determined to ecliminate British in-
fluenee from the Pacifie Ocean as far as
possible, more especially in the vieinity of
Japan: but generally they had no great
antipathy towards us, so far as I can judge.
Japanese antipathy was chiefly directed at
Awmeriea. Tt was only when Ameriea dis-
played a more lively interest in the present
war, that the Japanese began to change their
opinion as regards Great Britain. I date
the change of Japanese opinion regarding
Australia, more especially, from the period
of the United States-Canada defence agree-
ment and the United States making 50 de-
stroyers available to Great Britain in ex-
change for the full and free use of British
hases in the ocean in which Japan is in-
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tevested. TUnlil then we had not a great deal
to fear.

It is a faet, however, that afier the con-
clusion of the first world war Britain, as a
result of Australian pressurc, terminated
its then-existing pact with Japan, That
rankled in ihe Japanese mind for a long
time. However, there were other factors.
The Japanese wanted our trade, and we
wanted their trade. The Japanese were es-
pecially interested in getting our wool, and
they have been highly valuable clients of
Australia. The antipathy to Japan that
brought about the termination of the agree-
ment existing at the conelusion of the last
war was forgotten, and to an extent it
disappeared. When we began to lose our
Continental markets, our people realised
that they had to sell their wool somewhere,
and big business interests, especially in the
Eastern States, were glad to eultivate Jap-
anese goodwill, In about June, 1940, so keen
was Canberra to retain the good graces of
Japan that it exerted all its pressore to
compel London to compromise with Japan
on the Burma Road issue.

We have been trying to have it both ways.
We have heen trying to hold on to Japanese
trade, and we have been trying to be loyal to
the Mother Country. For that reason we
have landed ourselves in a position where
there ave sure to be, if Japan ean bave its
way, repercnssions. Had not the war de-
prived us of European markets, the position
would have been quite different. Australia
could have afforded to carry on and take no
notice of the Nipponese. However, our
business people then considered Japanese
roodwill essential. Now, one cannot make
people believe that one is their friend and
wants to trade with them, and one ecannot
excrt influence on their hehalf, and later on
turn them down definitely without having to
pay some sorvt of price. - Right up to the
formation of the Prince Konove Govern-
ment, the Japanese appeared to me, from
what 1 eould gather, to be very hopeful of
continuing good velations with Australia.
Whether the Japanrse were prepared to per-
mit us to remain in the state of peace and
goodwill with them that existed at that time,
I am not prepared to say; but it is a fact
that one of the first zetions of the Konoye
Government was to approach the Australian
Government and urge it to accord a reason-
able and sympathetic view to Japancse
aspirations and ideas, espectally as affecting
the Pacifie,
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I could, it neecssary, quote at length on
this subjeet; but [ will only give the House
a few lines of a statement made by Prince
Konoye with the objeet of promoting what
he called international goodwill. The mes-
sage 1 rveferred to was sent by the Premier
of Japan to the I’rime Minister of Australia,
and it reads—

With the world divided into two opposite
camps, international cultural understanding
is the way to lasting peace and coming pros-
perity . . . .. Australia and Japan, two vital
dynamie countries in the Pacific, can do
muth to fester these causes.

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 pam.]

Hon, W, J. MAXNN: Before lunch I was
referring to the fact that the Japanese Gov-
ermnent, previous to the one now in exist-
enee, had made cfforts to bring about hetter
goodwill hetween Australia and Japan, and
I quoted the message that was sent on that
oceasion. Tt will be recollected that imme-
diately after that there was silenee in this
country. I think Japan realised then that
events had taken a diffcrent turn in Ans-
tralia, and that as a vesult of our enemy ally-
ing itself with the Axis Powers, Australia
eould not be counted upon any longer for a
continuance of friendly relations. About
that time Australin decided to send a repre-
sentative to Tokio, and Sir Jobhn Latham
was appointed to the position. A consider-
able time elapsed before Sir John went to
Japan. During that period I believe the final
attempta to swing Australia hack to Japanese
ideas were made.  Shortly after that the
Japanese Government adepted o new athi-
tude. Tt hegan to threaten us with reper-
eussions if we persisted in showing an atti-
tude of hostility.

The fact that Australian airmen were be-
inz trained in Ameriea was something else
which annoyerld the Japanese. They realised
that in June, 1940, the Mather Country was
heing pressed for an attitade of appeasement
in one divection, hnt two months later there
was snch a change as to convinee Japan
that it would have to include Aunstralia in
the list of its encmies, Seeing that we
spurned Japan's efforts and refused to eco-
operate with her, T contend that it is only
reasonable fo expeet that the Japs will, if
given the opportunity, aitack this eountry.
T have heen annoved and disgusted fo
hear some of our own penple endeavour.
ine to persnade the country that we had
nothing to fear, and that our attitude tn-
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wards the war was a result of a jittery feel-
ing in certain governmenial quarters. I
heard that very expression used not long ago
in a railway carriage by an educated man
who should have known better. We shall
have to do all we can in our war effort,
to aceclerate it in every possible way, and
show Japan that although we number only
one-fourteenth part of her population we are
capable of hitting back to a much greater
degree than is any other country she has
tackled so far.

We all welcome our Amceriean cousins.
That is perhaps 8 hackneyed term, but there
is something to be said in using it. We are
mostly of the same stock; we have very much
the same ecultural ideas, and in almost every
way we are akin to the Americans. The fact
that Japan allied herself with Germany and
Italy should in itself have been sufficient
to let that country realise that it could not
count upon us in any way. Australia has
made a wonderful war cffort up-to-date.
Some factories have bheen working long
hours and applying themselves most dili-
gently to making Australia ready to defend
itself.  They bave achieved results which
would never have been thought possible a
few years ago. At the same time I am sorry
to know that in one part of Australia strikes
have been taking place. Fortunately this
State is fairly free of industrial disturbances
of that kind.

We read in yesterday’s paper that a new
regulation had been framed to deal with
subversive elements. I hope the Federal
Government will be strong enough and deter-
mined enough to see that the regulation is
properly earried out. No persuasion in the
world will make me helieve that those who
are behind these hold-ups and strikes that
are taking place in New South Wales are
not heing disloyal to this country. The rvo-
per thing in my estimation is not to treat
them in a kid-glove fashion. Other eountries
have stronger methods of dealing with the
traitorous element, to which some people may
bhe said to belong, They are few in number,
but are sufficient to make very serious in-
roads into the war effort and to eanse most
serious results to the even flow of the great
task ahead of us. If an example were made
of some of these persons it wonld prohahly
be all for the hest.

T wish to speak now ahout emplovment. I
da nat know what happens in other parts of
the State, beeause most of my travels reeently



[16 Arrin, 1942.]

have heen through my own province. I have
notieed in varions centres a number of able-
hodied men of alien origin. Some of them
are naturalised but that may not be so in
the cnse of others. These men alwavs seem
to look prosperous but do not appear to
apply themselves to any parlicnlar class
of work, neither do they seem to he
contributing to the national effort in con-
neetion with the war. T spoke on this mat-

ter when dealine with the Potato Crowers’

Lacensing Bill last vear, T understand that a
number of these mon carry on by hiring
Jand from farmers and putting in potato
erops. There is apparenily n shorlage of
potatoes just now., hen it is possible to
do so these men hire the land, of which they
ave good jodges, and generally seleet the
bost land.  They frequently get hold of
people who do not realise that they ave aiding
and ahetting the aliens. One man this week
told me that a party bad endeavoured to
persuade him fo lease a part of his property
for the growing of potatoes. T do not know
what the position is with the Army, but T
presume all these men are tabbhed and their
whercahouts recorded.

The Honorary Minister: They ave vegis-
tored.

Hon. W. J. MANN: T presume they are
all registered, whether naturalised or not
T cannot understand why these voung fel-
lows, ranging as they do between 20 and 40
vears of age, are not put to some use, and
why they are not absorhed into the Army.
If the explanation why they are not in the
Army is that they eannot be depended upon,
that iz all the more reason why steps should
he taken to utilise them in some other way.
Yesterday T reecived a letter from the chair-
man of the Marvhrook Potato Association.
A meeting had been held to discuss Iabour
for the putting in and taking off of the
coming potato ecrop. Most of the young men
in that district have already enlisted, and
the fathers and mothers are endeavouring
to carry on. Some of the settlers are milk-
ing a few cows, and others are growing a few
potatoes. They feel they will not be able
to earry on this year unless they are assnred
ot labour.

The people of alien birth to whem
T am vrveferring should be ealled up.
Tf it is not thought advisable to pnt them
in the Army, they should he Adrafted
into companies to produce vegetables—
potatoes and other things—and also inte the
fruitgrowing and  dairving  indnstries.
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They  should be put on 1o food-pro-
ducing jobs, and given the same pay
and  condilions as  soldiers, and ne
more, If the prospeet for potato prices were

not  extremely good amd  returns mueh
higher  than those reached in  normal
times  assured, these people would not

be  seen. They are  determined to
remain in the country and do this work and
reeeive the eream of the prices, while our
own young men whe would nermally be doing
it are away, or in training in an endeavour
to keep this eountry for us and for them too.
I that is the position, the authorities should
see that all these men are put to work in a
proper manner,

1Ton. H. V. Piesse: On a reasonable galary.

Llon. W, J. ATANN: At no higher rate
than the seoldiers. They are not entitled to
any more.

ton. IT. V. Piesse: They are claiming a
minimum of over £1 a day now.

Hon, W. J. MANN: One farmer {old
me of instances where these men have been
asked to assist in some work and they have
demanded as high as £1 a day.

Hon. H, V. Piesse: That is the minimum!

Ilon, W, J. MANN: Many of the boys
away fighting hardly got £1 a week for
many years, much less £1 a day. There
is no equality of sacrifice here; the people
of whom I eomplain are sacrificing nothing.
Some of them have land. Those who have
heen in the country for a long time own their
own farms. They lease their land to others.
There are, however, many people who will
not lease land. Even if they did, they should
be prevented. If these men will not make
some move to assist in the war effort, they
should be foreed to do so.

The Chief Secretary: You suggested em-
ploving them under military conditions.

Hon. W, J. MANN: Yes.

The Chief Secretary: On private land?

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is a question
to be decided later., Private land would
nced to be utilised. The problem of clear-
ing would arise in connection with Crown
lands. There are no empty farms in the
part of the country from which I come. It
is very rare indeed to find an empty farm
todazy in the group settlements, -Where, a
few years ago, there were 100 empty farms,
today they are all in good working condi-
tion.

Somebody suggested to me the other day
that T might take a trip through the South-
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West and urge the farmers to grow vege-
tables. I said, “If you want to see the end
of me, shoot me now because if I put that
proposition to some of my constituents,
I would be in danger of meeting
with a violent death.” Whilst they are
having a tremendous struggle to keep their
places together, anyone putting such a
scheme to them would receive a hostile re-
ception. It is not that they do not want to
help; they do, but it is not possible. We
must regiment all the labour we can, and
what I have suggested is one of the ways in
which we could nse these people to advan-
tage.

HON, J. M, MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [2.37]: 1 support the
motion. I am also in agreement with those
members who expressed themselves as being
gratified that the Government is holding
this short session. I have heen advoeating it
for quite a while, and the public generally
has been looking forward to such a turn in
political events to reassure the people, in
some instances, and for other reasons to in-
divate that Parliamentarians constitute an
active body. I congratulate the Government
on convening this session. I hope another
will be held before we resume our usual
annual session. With the present war atmos-
phere, another meeting wounld he advisable.
The public has gone throngh the nervous econ-
dition of evacuation, black-outs, brown-outs,
and block-outs, and it is quite natural that
they want confidence restored.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Particularly since
the hotels have closed at 6 p.m.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: In this re-
spect T am in aceord with what Sir Hal
Colebatch said in vegard to the black-out or
block-out of the eity, The question arises of
turning the eity into a very drab place
as a trading centre. Sir Hal stated that
wire, both inside and outside windows in
other countries had proved effective and
made it possible for business people to carry
on with the exhibition of goods in the usual
way. I am positive it would be satisfactory
to block-out in the present way the univer-
sal stores, where people enter them and
have an opportunity of looking around to
make their choice before purchasing.

When it comes to the question of lock-up
shops selling vegetables and perishable
foods, a great disservice is rendered to the
public because here the buyer is unable to
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view what he wants to purchase. The wiring
of windows on both sides seems to be Lhe
sensible thing to do, rather than to have a
general order that all glass must be removed
in a particular centre. The public are ne-
cepting the conditions in the irue sporting
spirit, and it is possible to earry on, but it
will be at great loss to many small shop-
keepers, and will very likely end with the
bankruptey of some of them. I feel that
the civil defenee personnel, air raid wardens
and others who have had te control these
matters have probably got a bit of the jit-
fers themseclves and have evolved extreme
regulations which are perhaps regrettable;
but we have to submit to them, and we do
so loyally for the eommon good. There conld
be a relaxation of many of these repula-
tions which would make for better working
conditions, and nobody wonld kick against
them.

What interested me most was the state-
ment made by the Chief Secretary in regard
to foodstuffs and what the position wounld
be in the eoming few months; and what sug-
gestions we could put to him that wonld
be of some use to him and the Government.
I am deeply concerned with the shortage of
heef. TUsnally at this time of the vear a
shortage of beef oceurs. It is supplemented
by supplies from Wyndham and the North-
West, but they are not available this year.
The position is rendered doubly aeute by
the presence of Americans here in fairly
large numbers. They are heef-eaters rather
than mutton eaters, I understand.

In any seheme we devise to augment snp-
plies of heef we shall have to look to the
quick producing limes. In this respect we
shall have to look especially to veal, pork,
lamb, poultry and ducks. These are quiek
producers, maturing for market in periods
varying from a few weeks o a few months.
They will just about fill in the period when
meat will be short. If we concentrate on
these lines we shall perhaps be less incon-
venienced from the want of foodstuffs than
appears from the Minister’s statement. It
is well known that many cow keepers destroy
their calves at birth rather than keep them
for a few days or weeks and market them as
veal. Those producers ought to change their
practice and market veal, which would pro-
vide one line of meat to help fill the short-
age of heef.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That applies in the
metropolitan area,
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Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It occurs
on dairy farms all over the place. The
raising of pigs can be increased and made
available as a foodstuff quickly, because
pork is marketable within four or five
months, Wheat is being held in the State
to the extent of millions of bushels, be-
couse there are no facilities for shipping
it abroad, and I think some of it could be
used to produce pork in this time of short-
age. Lamb will also provide some relief
for the heef shortage. All these lines could
be augmented considerably in the certain
knowledge that they will be in demand and
will minimise the shortage of beef.

Hon. T.. Craig: What do vou suggest the
Government can do?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T will come
to that. In regard to poultry raising, dur-
ing the last few vears the male birds have
been destroved owing io the practice of
sexing, but these birds should now be
reared for market. From the poultryman’s
point of view, sexing has been sueeessful,
but now that we require foodstuffs, the bivds
shonld be reared. The number killed in past
years on account of their being males has
been very large, and if they were reared,
they would help to overcome the meat short-
age.

Hon. G. B, Wood: Would not that re-
striet the production of eggs?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: There is no
reason why it should. The female birds, if
reared in large numbers, will be very use-
ful for supplying eggs, which are short fo-
day and will be shorier right through the
period owing to the increase of population.
If there is an excess of egg produe-
tion, we have a plant to dry the
surplus and prevent any loss occwrving. A
hen, after being kept for laying for a year
or two years, makes a fine table bird and a
good food as a change from meat. That
again would help to meet the shortage of
meat. Muscovy ducks ean he marketed in
their prime in 12 to 16 weeks, dueks weigh-
ing 3 to 3% 1bs. and drakes 5 to 6% lbs.
dressed weight. If they were raised in large
numbers, they would eontribute substantially
to the food requirements of the people.

All this possible inerease of production de-
pends entirely upon menpower being made
available and the priece to be paid for the
produce. The most important point for the
Government to eonsider is that of providing
manpower- I agree with Mr. Mann’s sng-
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gestion for using the foreigners, who are
almost subversive, and there is no reason
why internees should not be required to do
something towards the common effort. To
keep prices too low will defeat the objeet
in view. The Price Fixing Commissioner
desires to keep prices down as mmch as pos-
sible in the interests of the eonsumer, but
by so doing he is not always serving the
consumer, because the lines required will not
be produced if the raising of them is un-
profitable. A profitable price to the pro-
ducer must be sxranged and a proper under-
standing must be arrived at with the pro-
dueers so that the business will work out to
the common good. This will have to be done
in eollaboration with the Price Fixing Com-
missioner.

There are many poultry areas in the met-
ropolitan aren fully equipped for re-estab-
lishment, They are doing nothing at present
becanse the labour required to work them has
passed inte the Army and there are insnf-
ficient hands available to carry on the work.
When we have the knowledge that something
must be done to mend matters, it would be
a pity if the element that is available can-
not be conseripted for this class of work so
that our efforts will be successful.

It was very comforting to hear the pro-
posal of the Minister for Agriculture to in-
crease the production of condensed milk
from 1% million te 2% million gallons a
year, though I am afraid it will be very
diffienlt to carry out and at the same time
maintain the necessary supplies of whole
milk and butter. T feel that, given full
co-operation of effort and an increase of
manpower on the farms, this should be pos-
sible. The Metropolitan Milk Act could well
be overhanled, because it does more to re-
tard the inerense of herds than anything else
I know of, and a system of equalisation
substituted for the quota method. I believe
that a transition from the quota system
to equalisation and registering growers
would perhaps bring about the desired
result without any interference with the
operation of the Act, and would give the
producers a chance to incresse their herds
and lead to the extra production of milk that
will be required if the needs of the State are
to be met. We have the power to do these
things for ourselves, provided these indus-
tries are regimented and worked on sound
lines, but we cannot be successful withont
the support of the Government in regard to
manpower.
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Lon, G, B. Wood: .ind the support of
the Price Fixing Commissioner.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANEK: That is so.

Hon. G. B, Wood: lle is the bugbear.

1{on. J. M. MACFARLANL ; The support
of both should be obtained at the same time,
hut without it we shall be in & very had way
in the near future. During the 1914-18 war,
when interstate shippine space was shoxt,
the Commonwenlth Navigation Aet was sns-
prirded. I do not know whether it has been
~uspended on this oecasion, lhough the lack
of shipping is mueh worse, I cannot see why
provision should not he made, by suspend-
ing the Navigation Act or under National
Serurity Regulations, so that any ship eall-
ing here could bring produce to this State.

Hen. L. Craig: [ think that could he done
so long as you ecould gef the ship.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: ] am in-
formed that there ave 7,000 cases of butter
on the water or due to arrive shortly, but
we do not know what ship is bringing it, or
whether it is being carvied in the refrigera-
tor o as ordinury earge.  If it is being
hrought by one of the hoats that calls at
almost every inlet between Sydney and Fre-
mantle, it will take a longe time to veach ns.
When shipments are being made from the
Enstern States to England, some space could
possibly be utilised to enrry pervishable food-
<tuffs from Bastern Australin te this State.
This conld probably he organised by Gov-
ernments in co-operation with the merchants
ad wonld be one step towards assuring the
publie that the goods it needs will he avail-
alile,

I believe that production can he so regi-
mented as to give useful resnlts from the
peint of view of the farmers ns well as that
of the consumers, provided arrangements are
made for the requisite labour. I regret to
note that work on the Stivling reservoir has
been suspended owing to the neeessity for
the Works Department undertaking defence
work for the Commonwealth. [ regard irvi-
ation in the South-West as one of the most
important factors in peace time and it is
eveil more important in war time. We have
tn look to the raising of ineveased supplics
to maintain a large population. This postu-
lutes that if we ean toke advantage of the
position at the moment, we might, when the
war ends, bo able to retain some of our
export business. The work on that reser-
voir should he pushed ahead in order to
inerease the irvigation avens and permit of
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potutoes and othey vegetables, which are
required in much greater guantities, being
produced in an area so favourable for the
purpose,

Once again I copgratulate the Government
and ounrselves upon the fact that we are hav-
ing this short session. It will resssure even
the least informed of  the publie—and the
publie are our masters—that we are alive to
the interests of our own State and these
mallers which are fneing us in this (ime of
peril. T have pleasure in supporting  the
tnotion,

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [3.1]: I
understand this sitting has been called at
the request of several members in order
that the Government might make n siate-
ment on the efforts it has made in con-
neetion with the war, and also to give
members an opportunity to profier eriticiam
of that effort, should eriticism e deserved
and helpiul, and further {o give members
an opportunity to point onl what, in their
nind, the Government ought to do (o make
things better. T shall enddeavonr to vonfine
my remarks almost  entirely  to waiters
comnected with the war effort. 1 will not
deal at length with those subjeeis that
have already been debated by other mem-
bers who are more capable than T of denl-
ing with them.

The lijuor question hax heen lonched
upon by miny members. Al I would like
fo say upon it is that T am glad o sec
the tremendous change that is apparent
since the (lovernment took aetion. The
critivism T have to offer is that the iovern-
ment should noet have waited until public
opinion forced it to net: it shonld liave led
in the matier long ago. T have never be-
fore in my life felt a little ashamed of
Lbeing an Anstralian, but I have during the
last two or throe months. T have seen a
lot of the drinking that has faken place,
especially on trains, because I spend much
of my time travelling, The drunkenness
on trains was due almost cntively to the
sdle of hottled beer at railway stations:
the men did not drink at the sidings. They
hought bottled beer and their hehaviour
was more than disgusting in many eases.
Tndoubtedly, we are a  crude, primitive,
somewhat ill-mannered and vulgar people
when we are in the rongh, Only sinee the
advent of onr mosf weleome friends from
Ameriea do we realise how much leeway
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we liave to make up before we become a
disciplined demoeracy. Apparenily we
want all the benefits of democracy, but few
uf the obligations. Our friends have shown
us up; they are clean in dress, body and
speech, and that cannot be said of many
of our people.

Une of ihe questions that coneerns me,
and partienlarly in the provinee I repre-
sent, is food. We are told, and I helieve
il to he true, that there is likely to be some
shortages, probhably of potatoes and
of at least one kind of meat, namely
beef. There is no shortage of milk
in the comntry. I suggest to the Gov-
ernment again that it should not wait until
things happen, but lead by organising a
milk supply for the metropolitan area. That
can be done ensily, as the milk is avalable.
Tt is no use waiting, however, and asking
producers of butter to swing over to the
production of whole milk, while skimmed
milk is necessary to rear ealves. We should
anticipate & wilk shortage by making
arrangements beforchand in the nearer
country districts; by “nearer” I mean those
districts a little further than the districts
from which the milk comes today. At pre-
sent, Brunswick is the furthest place from
which it comes. By going another 10 or 20
miles and naking necessavy  transport
arrangements, all the milk required by the
metropolitan area could be supplied. Those
arrangements must be made, however, before
the producers have calves to vear, as these
must, as I said, have separated milk.

I feel certain a milk supply con he guar-
anteed. As a matter of faet, it will help the
butter position, because we produce more
hutter during the late winter, right through
to spring and early summer, than we can
possibly use. We stere what we can and
export the remainder. The publie seems to
be afraid of a shortage of butter; but I
assure members that what L have said is a
normal happening. We always have a
shortage of butter at eertain times in West-
ern Australia, beeanse we eannot store suf-
ficient in the winter fo carry us through
the summer. Te have enough to see us
through January and Febrnavy; but we
have not storage facilities for a quarter of
our first-grade butter. We normaily im-
port butter from the Eastern States. We
cannot do so now beeause of a shortage of
shipping.
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The extra potatoes required for local con-
sumption can be produced, but we must
muake the necessary preparation beforehand.
The coming season’s crop will be planted
from June until the middle of July, and if
the Government is desivous of ensuring a
certnin supply of potatoes, it should do
what was done in the flax industry. 1t
should say to the growers, “We want such
and such a quantity of potatoes. It does
not look as if we can aet them. We will
guarantee you n price for first-grade pota-
toes.”  That price need not be very high.
[ suggest it should be about £9 5s., Perth,
which wounld be equal to £8 a ton on frueks.
It would be a poyable price, and if the
growers were assured of it I feel certain
that they would grow the extra quantity re-
guired. But potato-growing, like horse rae-
ing, is a gamble. There is a shortage of
labour and the growers ave likely to say,
“T have as much as I can do and T am not
enlering into a gamble with potatoes.” IIad
the price of Hiax not been guaranteed, in my
opinion not one aere of it would have been
planted. Bat the growers were guaranteed
a cerfain price, not an execessive one; indeed.
some lost money at the priee. T am sure the
production of potatoes can be increased,
perhaps not to a very great extent, because
the seed is not available. We can, however,
produce this State's requirements and have
a surplus for export to the Kastern States,
where there is also a shortage.

With regard to beef, it seems to me that
there will be a shortage. The State Price
Fixing Commissioner—what his powers are
[ do not know—has apparently fixed the
price of meat. He says that he has not
done so, but that is a subterfuge, hecanse
he has done so in effcet. He said that but-
chers must not sell at a priee higher than
that which was ruling on the 18th March.
I may be wrong ahout the date, although I
think T am right. The market then hap-
pened to be low for beef, but high for lamb
and mutton, The following week beef went
up to 50s. per 100 lbs., which is 6d. per 1b.
On the 18th March, it was 48s.,, but mutton
and lamb brought good prices on that date.
Theretore mutton and lamb were fixed at
prices which they have not sinee reached.
What is the position with regard to beef,
however? The maximum price possible for
beef is 48s., that was the wholesale market
price ruling on the 18th March.
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‘What is the effect of this fixation of price?
I spent all Tuesday morning at the Midland
Junetion saleyards, where I had some cattle
of choiee quality for auction. I received
614d. per lb. for them, notwithstanding that
the price is fixed at 48s., which equals 534d.
What are the butchers going te do about
that? They are not allowed to sell beef
at a price higher than it was on the 18th
March. They sell my meat, or meat of equal
quality, at that price, plus their usual prefit,
but they are lifting up the price of the lower
grade beef. They buy old cows and inferior
steers at 4%%d. a 1b. The very people it
i5 desired to protect by price fixing are
therefore heing forced to pay as high a
price for poorer quality meat. The but-
cher must make up his margin; if it is 20

- per cent. and he makes only 10 per cent.
on the choice beef, he must increase the
price of the inferior meat. That comes of
trying to fix the price of a commeodity sold
by auction, a cominadity of varying de-
grees of quality. Who can determine that
it will be choice when it comes to be sold
over the counter? I am told, on the best
of anthority, that that is what is happen-
ing. The same finseo occurred last year.
It is a pity that the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner, hefore declaring the price of sueh
a commodity, did not consult the people
who really knew something ahout the in-
dustry. He eould have consulted butchers,
agents and producers.

The question of making up of shortages
was referred to by Mr. Macfarlane. He
rather sugzested that there was a shortage
of meat at the present time, but that is not
s0, because mutton and lamb are still avail-
able in large quantities. There is a short-
age of beef, Whether there will be a short-
age of mutton and lamh in the near future
I do not know. There is, however, an un-
limited demand for pig-meat and produc-
tion of it can be enormously increased if
the (Government will take the required
action. I would urge the Government to
nse its powers in this connection, without
consulting Parliament. The production of
pork at a reasonable fixed price depends
upon the price of grain. Pigs are animals
that multiply tremendously in a matter of
months. We have lying in our hins mil-
lions of bushels of wheat.

Hon. €. B. Williams : Never to he used!

Hon. L. CRAIG: Prohably. The wheat
does not helong to the producers; it has
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been paid for and is the property of the
Commonwealth Government. So here is a
commodity for which there is little or neo
use, together with an urgent need for the
production of pig-meats for which there is
an enormous demand. If the wheat could
be switched over to the pigs those problems
would be solved. If a person desires to
buy wheat today to feed to pigs he must
pay 3s. 10%d. per bushel plus various
other charges which bring the total to
something over 4s. a bushel. That is not
a profitable priee to pay for the feeding of
pigs. The price of pig-meat has been fixed.
I think the price of pork is 844d. 1h.
Hon. H. V. Piesse: Only for export.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I understood all these
prices were fixed as at the 18th March.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: No.

Hon. L. CRAIG: However, it does not
matter. The point is that we have a com-
modity that is necessary for the produe-
tion of a food that is urgently required.
Would it not be advisable for the Com-
monwealth Government to say to the pig-
breeders, ‘*For the purpose of feeding your
stoeck you shall have the wheat you want
at 2s. a bushel” Ts it not better to sell
the wheat at that price than to let it rot?
When it rots it ecan be bought for 2s. a
bushel. TWhen the weevil is amongst the
wheat it can be hought for less, but it
cannot he bought before it depreciates; if
it is, the same price must be paid for it
as is paid by the millers. We are build-
ing bins costing hundreds of thousands of
pounds for the purpose of storing a com-
modity for which we have no use, but
which is urgently required by pig-breeders.
The only trouble is the aquestion of price.
Surely the (overnment on its own initia-
tive, withont consulting swarms of pro-
ducers’ organisations, can say, “This is our
commodity and you urgently require it, so
we will sell it at a price yon can afford
to pay.”’ In that way the production of
pork would be inereased. Surely this sort
of thing ean bhe done without a lot of
meetings. I am sure the whole community
would support the Government in any such
action.

T would like to say a word or two about
aliens, a subject which Mr. Mann intro-
daced. The problem is rather apparent in
the district in which T live. The aliens there
are well-behaved voung men, mostly single,
though some are married. They are 35
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years of age and under, and have no land
of their own but are renting property on
which they grow potatoes. That is all right.
I do not object for one moment. However,
the fact is creating a feeling of anger in
the district, especially amongst women with
sons at the war. Most of these men are
naturalised and it is considered that being
Australian citizens they should accept the
privileges and obligations imposed on their
fellow citizens,

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Have they been
called up?

Hon. L. CRAIG; No.

Hon. E. H, H. Hall: Why?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I presutme the Army
does not want to be bothered with alicns
or those of alien origin. I do not know.
I think it would be a good gesture on the
part of the Commonwealth Government to
say that these men shall be treated as Aus-
tralian citizens and be given work accord-
ingly. There is a lot of work to bhe done
in different parts, and men are being called
up to do that work and not ouly to drill
with rifles. These men are truck-drivers and
if the obligation were placed upon them
they would do the work. What is riling the
people of my locality is that these men
can pick and choose their work because of
the Jabour shortage and are getting the bene-
fits of higher remuneration, and receiving
other benefits that these people know their
own sons are not enjoying. Members can
imagine what it is like to see three or four
strapping young Italians walking down the
street and not an Australian to be seen any-
where because all the Australians are in
khaki. That is the reason for the critieism.
It is felt that these aliens should be treated
the same as Australians of their age. If
they are under 30 and single they should be
called up. They are not milking cows or
doing farm work. The question ought to
be looked into though there are only about
half-a-dozen of these aliens in my distriet.

Under the powers given to him by the
Commonwealth Government the Premier has
authority to denl with sueh matters as tea
rationing, and I suggest that now that Cey-
lon and India are being attacked there will
shortly be an entire ahsence of tea, which is
a dire necessity for older people—women
rather than men. [ see the Minister does not
agree with me. Tea is rationed to every-
body of nine years of age and upwards.
From ‘my inquiries I ‘consider that girls

2087

under 20 would not care if tes were taken
away altogether; it is not a necessity for
young people.

The Chief Secretary: They have changed
their tastes!

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am not suggesting they
want beer, but they do not want tea. If
tea is going to be as scarce as appears
likely, those under 21 should not be in-
cluded for a ration. The tea should be
retained for those who are elderly and to
whom the commodity is a necessity. Some
women of 45 years and upwards, if they do
not have a cup of tea at a certain time de-
velop splitting headaches. That applies to a
lot of people. The letters that have appeared
in the paper have all been from people of
that age; people who are distressed at the
thought of heing short of tea. It would do
no horm to cut out those under 20 and con-
serve the supplies for people—"

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Like yourself!

Hon, L. CRAIG: No. I would come in
the under 20 category, thongh I am a little
older! I support the motion,

HON. V, HAMERSLEY (East) [3.23]:
I appreciate the action of the Government
in aceceding to the request of members to
eall Parlinment together to consider the
war effort and also many matters that will
no doubt be brought forward as the ses-
sion continues. It will give us an oppor-
tunity to discuss many subjeets that have
exercised the minds of the community
sinee the war has been brought nearer to
our shores. Many people have been harns.
sed by the varions orders and restrictions
that have been issued. Members of Par-
liament have heen looked to for guidance,
and the question has been raised as fo
what Parliament is going to do about
things. JMembers have expressed their wil-
lingness to give the Government any help
it may desire and which it may be possible
to render. This meeting of Parliament
will give members an opportunity of advis-
ing the Government on questions that pri-
marily eoncern people in the outer areas.

The goldmining industry appears to have
been singled out not only by the Federal
Government but by the British Government
for onslaughts that were never anticipated,
and it is a serious thing indeed {o hear sug-
gestions made that there is no need to con-
tinue that industry. That has been stated
from various sources, and I think we are
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debted to Mr. Seddon for the very wise
remarks he made on the subjeet, and the
note of caution which he sounded. For
years I have realised the importance of the
goldniining industry to this State. During
the depression, when the price of gold was
very low and the cost of production high,
msny mines went out of existence, and
Western Australia was faced with an ex-
tremely serious position. An investigation
was made, and a delegation went to the
Eastern States with & view to persuading
the Federal Government that it would he
a good thing to subsidise the industry. But
for that, the industry would have gone out
of existence. The Commonwealth Covern-
ment has seen fit to grant all sorts of sub-
sidies to many secondary industries, but
here was a primary industry which it feh
was fair game. Fortunately, however, it
was induced to assist in the re-establish-
ment of mines by granting the required
subsidv. The importance of the industry
was realised then, and T fail to understand
why tnday the attitude should bhe taken
that it does not matter whether poldmining
sinks or swims.

Another important industry is the wheat
industry, which has been experieneing ser-
ious disabilities owing to war conditions.
This State has heen singled out by the Fed-
eral Government for a severe eut in the area
to be sown. I presume that is owing to the
difficulty of sending the product oversea.
But the cxtraordinary feature is that the
reduction does not apply to the Hastern
States. T should like the Minister to give
us some veason for that. Why must we
acquiesce in an anomaly of that kind? In
my opinion it ia contrary to the Constitu-
tion which was framed when Federation was
accomplished.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Our own representa-
tives urged this reduction of acreage.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : They may have
dono so, but they urged it for the whole of
Australia.

Hon, (. F. Baxter: Quite so0, but this is
the only State that did urge it.

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY: They urged it
on bebalf of the whole of Australia: that is
my point. The Constitution is being flag-
rantly broken by the Federal Government’s
determining that one State only shall suffer
this reduction. Personally, T take exception
to that aetion. Of course, if in the national
interest it is necessary to impose a severe
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cut, even if it should apply to the whole
of our wheat arens, the farmers will probably
find some other means by which to carn a
living. To me the most extraordinary fea-
ture of the whole business is that in the pro-
posal to eut down the area to be cultivated,
the authorities have included that utilised for
wheaten hay. Owing to the reduced petrol
supplies, many farmers have given an indi-
cation of their intention to change over to
the horse. I certainly assume that petrol
restrictions would imply a great return to
the horse, and in many instances farmers
have adopted that course. That means they
will require more wheaten hay. Of eourse
farmers could go in for oaten hay if they
so desired, and I know that many like a
mixture, T have often used a mixture of
early ripening oats with a wheat that will
hold green for a longer period. It makes
admirakle feed for stock but others prefer
wheaten hay, particularly for sheep. Tt
would be better to increase the area sown for
wheaten hay rather than to reduce the acre-
age, I cannot understand sueh an anomalons
action being taken by the anthorities.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The main reason for
using wheaten hay is to keep the ground
clean: otherwizse the oats would be through
the whole area.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY ; Perhaps so, but
I decidedly prefer wheaten hay. Thosa who
go in for racchorses obviously want oaten
hay, but T am one of those who believe that
in these days racing should be cartailed.
However, T do not think there is any ques-
tion of interference regarding the protection
of oaten hay or even barley hay, the latter
of which feeds the stock prefer most. How-
ever, I hope thig matter will receive more
consideration. Mr. Craic and other mem-
hers have indicated the necessity for a con-
siderable inerease in the heef output. Many
people are using large quantities of conserved
fodder for that purpose. Tn the South-West
the same elass of fodder is not required as
in the eastern distriets. At any rate there
will be a great demand for hay for the pro-
duction of beef, partienlarly as the
Amerieans prefer that meat to mutton,

Next I shall refer to the wool position,
which involves a return annually of abont
£5,000,000 to Western Australia. Great dif-
fienlty was experienced with regard {o shear-
ing last year, due to the searcity of labour.
Then again, much of the difficulty arose im
consequence of the long period over which
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shearing took place, with the result that the
gress seed pest became most troublesome.
That difficulty will be intensified this year.
I trust some arrangement will be arrived at
with the military authorities for the release
of suitable men to assist the industry so that
shearing can be earried out within a reason-
able period and thus avoid the eomplication
due to grass seeds,

Hon. G. B. Wood: You would not prefer
a start in March or April?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : 1 believe that
has been suggested hy the Government. [
say God forbid that anything of the sort
should be contemplated. That was a dreadful
proposition,

Hon. L. Craig: Something you would
expect from the man who suggested it.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I hear it has
heen suggested, but in the districts with
which T am assoeiafed such a proposal would
eertainly be taboo and quite out of the ques-
tion. However, it is not a matter of advice
from officials but one, for instance, that is
governed by the vagaries of the wonderful
growth of green feed in the Kimberleys
where the rains fall during the summer
months.

The Chief Secretary: You will want more
manpower then.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : It is not a ques-
tion of manpower but of the tremendons
growth of grass,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You want to change
the season,

Hen. V. HAMERSLEY: Although I did
not altogether swallow it, { was told that in
the Kimberleys the grass grows so rapidly
that the lambs eannot follow the ewes. Up
theve the flat country is mostly used during
the lambing season and the producers do not
dare to run the risk of the whole of their
sheep being washed away should there be a
-flood of water due te torrential rains. As
a matter of faet, lambing up nerth is ear-
ried out practically at the same time as in
the southern areas, but in the Kimherleys it
is done on dry grass country wherens in the
south the lambs are run on green grass
country. The ewes do not have the same flush
of milk when on dry grass as is apparent
in the southern portions of the State when
the ewes mre on green grass. When travel-
ling through the Kimberlevs T was surprised
at the type of sheep there. They reminded
me of beer barrels with four pegs
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for legs. The lamb there is like a
poddy and invariably a poddy does
not make a deecent respectable-look-
ing sheep, If a lamb is developed on a

dry feed aren, it seldom develops into s fine
animal. For that reason one does not see
in the north the heantiful sheep so ecommon
in the south. Shearing must he done before
the gross seed difficulty becomes a menace;
otherwise there will be a iragedy.

Tlren again, the suggestion that shearing
should be undertaken just hefore the winter
months commence is seandalous and would
amount to cruelty to the animals. They
would lose the protection of the flecee dur-
ing the winter months, and that would apply
particularly to the lambs whieh rely upon
the shelter and warmth of the mothers in the
wool during frosts and wet weather. Then
again, the wool grows more guickly during
winter months than during the summer, and
that would tend to accentuate the grass seed
difficulty with the lambs. I am surprised
at the suggestion that has been made, and
I hope my few remarks will act 2s a de.
terrent to anything being done along those
lines.

We know that many of these farmers
who have to switeh over from wheat to sheep
are not acquainted with the pitfalls into
whieh they may drop. Then again, in con-
neetion with shearing it is neecssary to have
really expert men. Most of these have gone
into the Army. A large proportion of them
might be released at the shearing period of
the year, but it is hopeless to expect un-
trained men to go to the shearing floor
and +lass and handle sheep. Moreover,
shearers cannot be trained in five minates.
Untrained shearers, I repeat, are hopeless.
T do not know how long shearing would take
with untrained shearers, or how the work
would be done,

As regards the question of pig meat, we
are now told that there is a ready market
loealty for pig meat, that more of it is re-
quired, and so on; but so many farmers have
lost money through the action of the Price
Fixing Commissioner that it will be diffieult
to get them back into growing the particu-
lar class of pig required. Those farmers have
heen left high and dry. I personally was
caught in the scheme, indirectly, and dropped
£250. Then the wiseacres eame along and
picked up the pigs very cheaply. Some of
the experts realised the mistake they had
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made in advising the farmers, and the pur-
chasers at break-down values made pots of
money.

Hon. G. B, Weod: You were not the only
loser.

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY : I realise that.
These mistakes have far-reaching effeets.
The hay business moreover affeeted me when
I put in my avea of wheat. The hay spoiled
my average over four vears. Thus I fell
in both ways. Accordingly, farmers are
seeptical of many of the instruetions which
come their way.

As regards fruit, quite reeently I have been
caneerned ahout the number of children who
hardly ever see fruit, While they ennnot get
it, they know of the large quantities of fruit
heing destroyed, and know of fruitgrowers
who have to bury fruit that they cannot sel
and arc not permitted to give away. It
appenrs that all fruit must be disposed of
throngh the hoard. The board must have
reasons for the orders it gives, but surely it
1% eruel that childven should sce wonderful
supplies  absolutely destroyed and wasted
while they were unable to obtain fruit of any
kind. They cannot go into Perth to buy it.
T have been inforined that one enn get trock-
loads of apples for the purpose of poisoning
rabbits, and get them very cheaply. But
those apples eannot be used for eating pur-
poses. Children should get more fruit in
order to make up deficiencies in thetr diet.
Not long ago I called at a place where there
were a Tew pear trees, The number of pears
was too small for the board to take. There-
fore the hoard decided that those pears must
be destroyed, People cannot ¢btain fruit by
the case, beeause of added charges. The
Government are now having cases of fruit
sold and delivered to people who care to go
to the Government lorries which convey
fruit about the metropolian avea. The
scheme is a splendid one, Many pcople
cannot afford to pay the prices demanded in
the shops.

Another matter affecting our people is the
National Seeurity Regulations. I saw stated
in the Press recently that employers had to
register in ovder to engage a hand, Many
men in the back conntry find it very diffi-
cult indeed to get hands. However, if a
man is passing through, country employvers
are willing to enter into an engagement with
him, Now, however, employers have fo get
a permit to employ from headquarters.
Agpain, a man is liahle to get into diffienlties
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if he takes a job withont having a permit to
work. We know the delays that oceur in get-
ting these things through.

The Chief Secretary: Does that regula-
tion apply to agrieultural labour?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I hope it does
not. Perhaps it applies to goldfield= labour
only,

The Chief Secretary: Agricultural lahour
is exempt,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : I am indeed zlad
to hear that. I believe I am right in bring-
ing the matter before the House. Moreover,
one’s neighbour may offer twice as mueh as
oneself is offering. That applies to the
shearing industry. I suppori the motion.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [3.56]:
I do not know that I would have econtri-
buted to this debate but for some of the
views I have heard expressed here during
its course. A few weeks ago the party
with which I am assoeiated passed a reso-
lution for the calling together of Parlia-
ment. Whilst I was in sympathy with the
idea, yet, baving some knowledge of the
Defence Department and being aware that
the State Government has no control over
defence matters, I was doubtful whether
any good purpose would bhe served by sum-
moning memhers. On second thoughts, how-
ever, I called to mind that the party as a
whole desired the convening of Parliament
becaunse of the fearful state of uneertninty,
almost despair, permeating the people whom
the Country Party direetly represents.

Duving this debate references have been
made to the dire state of people in the
country. It was primarily owing to that
fact that we convened a meeting of our
members, being desirous that something
concrete might be obtained from the Federal
Government. I do not think we had any
doubt that State Ministers going to the East
did their best for all sections of this com-
munity. However, this being a sovereign
State I thought Ministers should have the
backing of both Houses of Parliament re-
latively to Canberra, and that an oppor-
tunity should be given them to become ac-
quainted with the defence situation in this
momentous period of the Empire’s history.

Without entering into details I shall deal
with a few remarks made by private mem-
bers. The speeches of My, Cornell and Mr.
Parker were very fine. Although Mr.
Parker has until recently heen actively
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associated with the Defence Department, he
was not afraid to say what he thought about
its activities. I refer especially to defence
measures and air raid precautions. That
gives me a chance to say something whieh
I have not heard expressly mentioned in this
Chamber. Many people outside deplore the
fact that there is not closer collaboration
between the Army and the Civil Defence
Council. The Country Party members of
both Houses were, some few weeks ago, ad-
dressed by the officer of the Civil Defence
Council responsible for the arrangements
governing evacuation of people from the
metropolitan area to the country distriets.
I do not wish to give away any secrets, but
I am fortified in the opinion I have formed
by the words of the officer who said he could
not obtain very much information from the
Defence Department. I had thought that
the Premier, being the head of the State,
should be taken, if not entirely into the con-
fidence of the Defence Department, at least
more into ifs eonfidence than in the past.
This should also apply to the Minister who
eontrols the Civil Defence Council, hecause
it is only by collaboration between the De-
fenece Department and the Civil Defence
Council that we can hope ta achieve that
measure of suecess whieh, I am sure, we all
desire in the event of any drastic happen-
ing.

Mention was made of efficiency by Mr.
Seddon. The remarks heard hers and there
make one feel that it is impossible to get
that efficiency which it is se necessary we
should have. I do not want to hark back
to the last war, but at that time I was in
uniform in Melbourne, where I gave evi-
dence on defence administration. I have not
bad the opportunity to get behind the
scenes on this oceasion, but from what I can
hear and see it would appear that we have
learnt nothing from the mistakes made in
the last war. 1 am talking not about tae-
tics but administration; what we eall the
internal economy, To give an example of
what I am referring to I will quote one
instance, There is a siding about four miles
from Geraldton called Utakarra and there is
another siding about nine miles from Ger-
aldton called Narngulu, one mile directly
opposite the Air Foree eamp. The personnel
who visit the metropolitan area in hundreds
on leave, never get off at Narngulu but are
earried on to Utnkarra and the motor
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transport which takes these men back to
camp travels eight miles instead of twao.
A perfectly good road runs from the camp
to Narngulu. I have travelled it myself.
True, it is not bitwnen, but it is a good
macadamised road. That has been going
on ever sinee the camp started. I have
not waited unfil this session to bring it
up, but have spoken to all sorts of people
interested, They have all shaken their
heads and said they do not know why.
Imagine my surprise last Tuesday when [
saw about 50 Air Foree men getting out at
Narngulu, It has taken 18 months to save
that precions motor spirit,

Whilst our Prime Minister is making ap-
peals for funds over the air and advertise-
ments appear in the Press requesting the
public to eontribute money to further oor
successful war effort, people are leing
chitled by the things they ¢an see costing
money whieh could be saved. Mr. Seddon
mentioned this matter of efficiency and I
am sorry he is not in the Chamber hecauge
he is one whose word we can pretty well
aceept. If I knew of a man in uniform
who had aecountaney qualifications and
who was running around delivering pap-
ers, T should certainly lose no time mak-
ing representations to have that very glar-
ing matter rectified. I will mention a mat-
ter in which I did take action. A man
came to ne with a complaint. He had
come off his farm and brought his wife
to Geraldion so that he could serve his
counfry. He was in Geraldton for a fort-
night during which time any inquiries about
his wife and familv eould have heen made.
Abhout a week after he left the town a
policemuan eame to make inquiries of his
wife eoncerning her private means and
children. Some week later the soldier came
to me and wanted to know why a policeman
was making ingquiries. The sergeant said he
was earrying out orders. Now, the visit of
a policeman to many homes is not looked
on as a very nice happening. T wrote to
the Defenee Nepartment and was told that
it was necessary, for pay purposes, that
these inquiries should be made. I went
back to Geraldton and found there wns a
military staff which eould make the ingniries.
T discovered that the Defence Department
was paving the civil police to make these
inquiriers. T was able to prove to the satis-
fortion of the eolonel in eharge of the ad-
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ministration that there was sufficient mili-
tary personnel to make the inquiries with-
out engaging, paving, and taking up the
time of the civil police. It is not neces-
sary for a meeting of Parliament to hring
these little matters 1o notice.

I have just one other iatter to men-
tion. U have referved to it before. 1t
deals with the conservation of motor spirit.
We have to get it from oversen. The State
Government could have taken a greater
part in this matter. Why hoth State and
Federal Governments did not  visuslise
what was going to happen and err on the
side ot making sure, I cannot say. T have
here an issue of the *“Road Patrol” of the
10th Mareh Inst. Tt speaks of the announce-
ment in the Press of {he Commonwealth
(lovernment  regmlations  providing  for
molor vehicles serving industries essential
to the nation'’s war effort to be equipped
with gas prodncers within 28 dayvs, This
means that the makers of these oulfits
would have to provide them on a seale not
vet approached in Western  Awstralia or
any other country in the world, Tt is that
kind of thing which makes these official
announcements appear o be what they
undoubtedly are—ridicuions. We have dwelt
too lmg on this bnsinbss.  This action
should have lLeen taken 12 or 18 months
ago,

Hon, H. V. Piesse: We have not enough
oxy-welders to fit them.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: This afternoon Mr.
Craig spoke of things he knows something
about. He urged that if potatoes, butter
or milk are wanted, action sheuld be taken
at onee. Tt is this failure to get vight down
on the job that is eausing many of our
people to wonder what is happening. T
have just another illustration, At a cer-
tain seaport town some harbed wire i3
laid on the heach. I did nof get away
oversea during the last war, but T am ad-
vised by men whe did 2o that it was ah-
solutely uscless.  This barbed wire is a
standing joke at the town in question.
The men say it would be much easier to
et throngh the harbed wirve entangloments
than {hrough the ved tape which is snch
a deadly encivelement of onr Tefence De-
partment.

I am frequently in eontaect with Govern-
ment departments. The Premier of this
State is the member for Geraldton and he
eannot live there; and other members can-
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not live there. I do live in Geraldton, and
if I ean do anything at all for the people
there, I do so, though I have been told hy
sonke members that certain jobs are not
mine, T attend to as many domestic mat-
ters for the people of Geraldton as possible
while Mr. Willeoek’s time and attention are
taken wup with the bigger affairs of Siate.
I am perhaps brought more into contact
with ordinary matters than some members
of this llonse. For instance, this morning,
I was for two hours at the Commonwealth
Crown Law Department trying to do some-
thing which the Commonwealth legistature
has failed to do. Two people from my pro-
vinee have arrived at the evening of their
tives. They own a house in the metropoli-
tan aren, and they have come down to oc-
cupy it. They have had splendid tenants,
The present tenant is a one-legged returned
soldier who has lived in the house for seven
vears. They {old him they wanted {o live
in their own house and he tnrned roand and
hought another house,

Under the vegulations, however, he is un-
able, atter having paid a deposit of £150
ont of a total cosl of £850, to gain posses-
sion of the house. Of cource, £130 is not
¢uite one-quarter of the purchase price. Had
it heen one-quarter some redress would have
been possible. Owing to the regulation passed
to protect the dependants of men oversea
he cannot ohiain possession of the house.
He has paid a depnsit on it; he has to main-
fain his weekly payments and he also has fo
pay the rent to these friends of mine who
are hirving rooms in the city because they
cannot get into theivr own home which they
purchased many years agoe for themselves.
When we were passing similar legislation
here lasi year | voled for the amendment
to give peaple more time, The tenant
has heen in ocenpation for seven vears and
the regulations provide that seven dayy
notice shall he given for every six months,
which means that 15 wecks’ notice has to he
given, and then the parties have io appear
hefore a magistrate.

I wish to place on rvecord my appreein-
fion of the sympathetic manner in which
Mr. Mills, the Commonwealth Crown Law
representative in this State, received the
Indy whose husband is a one-legged return-
ed soldier. The man is working in the local
limbless factory nnd cannot get possession of
his property. It is always Parliament’s en-
deavour to make provision for the genuine
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persen, and if members arve not awarc of
these regulations and their extensive rami-
fications, [ hope they will make themselves
acquainted with them and assist in making
representations to Federal members to en-
sure that there will not be a repetition of
such a ease as I have mentioned,

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debale
adjourned.

MOTION—LICENSING ACT.
.z to Restrictions on Sale of Liquor.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion hy Hon. C. F. Baxter
{East):—

(i) That, in the opinion of this House any
further liquor restrictions proposed by the
State Government should he confined to arens
already prescribed, and in these nrens—

(n) The closing time he 7 pm. in licu of

G p.m.

(h) No liquor in hottles be supplied from
any licensed premises after 4 p.m.

(¢} No liquor in bottles or other containers
advertising such liquors shall be dis-
Mayed after 4 pom,

(ii}) And in addition throughout the State—

(a) For sly grog sclling there shall be im-
prisonment  for the first and any
subsequent  offence  withont  the
option of a fine,

{h) That it shall be made an oftence for
any person to bring into or have in
his possession any lquor within the
precinets of any publie hall where
any entertainment is heing or about
to be leld.

" {¢) And that the provisions of the Licens-
ing Act be rigidly enforeed.

HCON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [416G]: T do not desire to give a
silent vote on this motion. Control of the
sale and consumption of liquor in war time
ix a matler for both Foderal and State anth-
orities, but 1 do not think that either Gov-
ernment should altogether escape reproach
for not having taken earlier aetion. Had
something been done diveetly the need for
aclion heeame obvious, quite probably less
drastie steps than are now necessary would
have sufficed, However, action has heen
taken at Inst. The Federal Government, by
limiting production, has taken one short step
towards limiting ¢onsumplion, but T am not
altogether eonvinced thal in this any more
than in any other form of ‘rationing a
method has heen devised that will seeure a
=01t of rough-and-ready cquality of sacrifiee
and generally achieve the ohjects that the
Government has in view,

2003

1 consider that the resiriclion on produc-
tion is an entively proper step to take. I
am also in aceord with the decision of the
Federal Government to restrict the hours of
lotel trading to seven per day. A provision
of that kind should apply right through the
Commonwealth.  1ts chict merit will lie 1n
the velease of manpower, and a great many
men at present employed in the industry—
a very proper and useful jndostry in peace-
time—will new be available for purposes that
are undoubtedly of mueh greater importance
during u time of war,

1 think it would be well if the Federal
Government took nction in regard to the
aleoholie strength of liquor. I am not sure
that it would not be a wise step even in
peace-time.  Some of the older members of
this Chamber may remembey that when our
licensing legislation, which embodied the nine
to nine provision, was passed in this House,
1 was suceessful—not without great difficnlty
and certainly I would not have sueceeded
had it not been for the excellent support I
received from the late Dr. Saw—in inserting
a provision making it an offence for any
livensed victnaller to supply spivits in a glass
of a capacity of less than a gill and a
quarter. The measure of spirits at that time
was nhout & quarter of a will and that en-
abled the costomer (o dilute his spirits to
the extent of four parts of water to one part
of spirits.

Having heen a conlirmed but T hope maod-
crate spirit drinker Tor npwards of half a
century and hoving expoerieneed just what
oceurs in hard-drinking places like Broken
Hill, Coolgardic and Kalwoorlie in the early
davs, as well as in country distriets, and
knowing semething of the habits of people
in easlern econntries where the elimate is even
more gevere than ours, T am fully convineed
{hat one of the greatest evils resulting from
spirit  dvinking  is  that people drink
b with  very  litfle  water. By ve-
ducing the afeoholic  strength of liquor, the
sune end might be aftainel.  Ineidentally T
am not snre that the provision I lahoured so
hard to get inserted in the Act has not to
a large extent fallen into disuse. My reason
for inzisting upon it at the time—I say in-
sisting, beeause T had to meet the opposition
of several Ministerial colleagues—was that T
was then frequently travelling the country
districts in hot weather, and if one asked
for a whisky and soda or whisky and water,
he was supplied with a glass that wonld not
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hold more water than the equivalent of the
nobbler of whisky. In hot weather nobody
ean drink a conecoction of that sort without
injury to his health,

As regavis the State obligations in this
matter, the prineipal one is to ensare the
enforcement of the law. I do not think it
¢an be claimed that the law has been enforced
in the past. Alreadv we see good effects
from its cnforcement to a far greater extent
during the last two or three weeks. I notice
that the Premier of one State announced a
little while ago that his Government intended
to prosecute sly-grog sellers, something new,
apparently a candid ndmission that in the
past sly-grog sellers have been permitted to

prey uapon the simple minded with-
out interfevence by the policee. I am
glad to =ay I do not helieve that
our (iovernment ever looked at the

matter from that point of view. I do
not think it ean be contended for a moment
ihat the enforcement of the liquor law in
this State has been anything like as rigorous
as it should have been, and I am glad to
learn that the Government is now determined
that in future every effort should be made
to compel the people engaged in this trade
to ohserve the law and entirely prohibit
unauthoticed persons from making a profit
out of it.

The only other point is the question of the
period or periods when the seven hours of
trading shall apply. I hope the Federal
Government will stick to the idea of seven
hours. My conviction is that those should
be the hours, and the times most reasonable
and proper and to the least extent harmful
for people to consume aleoholic liguor, I
sugrgest, are the meal hours in the middle of
the day and in the evening. I se¢ no good
reason why hotels should be open in the
mornings. I ean see nothing but harm result-
ing from people being able to hang over
bars all the afternoon, and without attempt-
ing to be dictatorial in the matter, I suggest
that the proper spread of hours would be
from say 10.30 a.m, to 2.30 pm. and from
430 to 7.30 p.m, That would cover both
meal hours. T am certain from the know-
ledze T gained of tonditions in the Eastern
States during the four years I spent in Syd-
nev “that there is no speeial virtue
in 6 oelock closing: it is Yust a
prohibitionist ideal. The right time for
the people to consume liquor is about
the time for the midday and evening
meals. If we fall in with the Federal die-
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tation—if I may so term it—that there shall
be seven hours of trading, those hours should
cover the midday and evening meals, hours
at which liquor can be used with the greatest
advantage— I say that advisedly—and with
the least possible harm to the community
generally.

HON. E. H, H. HALL (Central) [4.26]:
When speaking just now T referred to the
reasons that prompted the Country Party
to demand that Parliament be called to-
zether, and quite overlooked the fact that the
motion we are now discussing was one of
the prime factors that influenced the de-
cigion. All members of the party were
seriously alarmed at the failure of the Gov-
ernment to enforee the law. I wish to say
now that T was 100 per cent. behind that
decision. I have not witnessed much of the
excess that has taken plaee because I am
not often in Perth. I commend Mr, Craig
for his remarks ahout getting to work and
growing things, but I eannot agree with him
in his remarks about feeling shame at what
has happened. He should know very well
that no matter how many instances eame
under his notice they were confined to only
a very small percentage of all the men, and
I think Mr. Piesse put his finger on an im-
portant point when he mentioned his ex-
perience during the 1914-1918 war. Mr.
Cornell also made reference to the same
thing.

It was not left for the civil police, who,
we are told, are anathema to the men in
khaki; it was not left to the military police;
the men’s own cobbers in the Army did the
job, not so much with the idea of punishing
the offender as of taking eare of him, When
I think of what our boys have had to put
ap with while abroad, and during the trip
back, the old saying recurs to my mind
that ecomparisons are odious. It is hardly
neeessary for me to say how much we admire
the conduct of the Amecricans, but I do not
think it should go forth that we are ashamed
of our fellow Australians becaunse a small
number have indulged to excess. Rather
should we make allowances for those men and
hear in mind that the fatherly action required
for their protection was lacking. I am glad
that the matter has bheen brought hefore
Parliament.

T am fully in accord with another re-
mark made by Mr. Craig. I was waiting
for an opportunity to make it myself, be-
eaure it had not been mentioned by any
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of the other speakers. I hope the State
Government will take some action in re-
gard to the sale of bottled beer at railway
refreshment rooms. ILast Thursday the
proprietor of a railway rcfreshment rooms
came to me and said, ‘‘What is my posi-
tion? These travellers have purchased all
my buolk liquor and nearly all my bottled
beer.'’ Anyone who travels is aware of
some of the disgusting exhibitions of
drinking that occur on trains. It makes one
wonder, when there is a refreshment room
every few miles, why there is any necessity
for the purchase of bottled beer. Even should
they miss a dvink at one railway refresh-
ment room, they would not have to wait
long before they reached another at which
they eould assuage their thirst. I am with
Mr, Craig and other members who desire
soinething to be done about this matter.
In view of what Mr. Hamersley has said,
T sincerely trust something will be done to
restrict 1he sale of bottled heer at ruil-
way refreshment rooms.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [4.32]:
Like most hon. members, T have been very
much pained at the exhibitions of drunken-
ness in the city strects during the past
two or three months. Partieularly do I
join with one member who said he was
sorry the (frovernment had not taken netion
in the matter until foreed to do so by
puhlic opinion. That is a rather sorry siate
of affairs, but we have a Government that
is hard to move. Several members have
tried hard for a leng time to get the Gov-
ernment to take action in regard to another
evil in our midst. However, the drunken-
ness got so bad that the Government did
take action. I am glad it did; because, in
my opinion, drunkenness, instead of tend-
ing to decrease, is inereasing. Young
people are taking to drink and the habit
is growing on them. I was wondering
whether the comparatively recent innova-
tinn of lounge bars in hotels is responsible
for increased drinking as far as one sec-
tion of the community is concerned. It
would be rather hard to advocate the ¢los-
ing of lounge hars in hotels, beecanse there
are times when men, and women too, are
in need of a stimulant, and may not eare
to go into the bar, particularly bars as
they are today, where frequently men have
almost to fight {0 get near the counter.
Lounge bars are undoubtedly essential, al-
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though it scems to me
badly abused.

Hon. J. Cornell: They were unknown 20
years ago.

Hon. W. J. MANN: There should be bet-
ter supervision of lounge bars. I have
been in one or two of them oa various oc-
casions and have been hurt to see young
women, girls in their teens, drinking like
seasoned veterans, and taking more al-
coholic liquor than they could properly
earry. In addition to taking steps to
amend our licensing laws, there should be
some move to impress upon cur people that
if we do not discountenance that sort of
thing, we will get a bad name, one we do
not deserve, because only a comparatively
small number of people are the eulprits.

I desire to direet the attention of the
(Government to the manner in which some
hotels on main roads just outside the 20-
mile radius of the metropolis are eonduet-
ing  their business, Some have a
most extraordinary code; they keep
their hotels open 24 hours a day, in-
eluding Sunday, T pass onc oceasionally and
notiee people in it drinking after hours. I
wonder how the proprietor gets the liquor.
He must have a hetter teehnigue than some
of his competitors.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: What were yon
doing there?

Hon. W. J. MANN: I was passing along
the road. I know it is impossible to police
all the hotels all the time, but it seems to
me that somne are not policed at all. Recently
some people I know went to stay at a hotel
for a lengthy period; they thought it would
he very pleasant, but they had not stayed
there long before they found that, if they
were to get quiet sleep, they would have to
move somewhere else, hecause it was impos-
sible to get it at the hotel. That should not
be so. One of the contributory causes is
that people ave able te go to the country
and make a drunken welter of i{. Have
members noticed the number of motor acei-
dents that have oceurred in the early hours
of the morning during the last few months?
The majority of these aceidents take place
in the small hours of the morning; and, when
inquiries are made, it is often found that the
unfortunate vietim was celebrating at some
hosteiry in the vicinity. That shows laxity
of supervision.

T support the motion, except that T think,
with Sir Hal Colebateh, that the opening

they have been
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hours of hotels showld include mealtimes. I
suggest that hotels remain closed until
11 a.m., open till 2.30 p.m., then close and
open again at 4 p.m. and remain open until
7.30 or even 8 p.m. I think that would be
& sensible idea. 1 am satisfied, from what I
have seen in the Bastern States, that 6 o’clock
closing 18 & farce. No man wanting o drink
there goes without one.  The hotels just
seem to close one set of doors and open an-
other set wide; and consequently the people
break the law. We do not want that oceur-
ring here; we prefer that our people shouid
be supplied with their requirements in a
decent way,

With regard to ihe portion of the motion
dealing with the rigid enforcement of the
lieensing laws, that is a very diffienlt matter.
Bome provisions of the Licensing Aet are
rigidly enforeed. If an unfortunate half-
easte in o counlry distriet gets within the
precinets of a hotel, he is canght.

Hon. J. Cornell; And locked up.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes. e has not o
chance. (ther men who make confounded
nuisances of themselves seem to be able to
get as much drink as they want. T would
make the penalties for serving drunken per-
sons and young people very severe.

Hon, (. F. Baxter: To do that vou will
have to amend the Aect.

Hon. W, .J. MANN: Why not amend it?

Hon. C'. F. Baxter: You could not bring
Porward an amendment at this junctore.

Hon. W. J. MANN: T do not know that
we could not.  There is nolhing impossible,
except to define the impossible. We conld
da it if we had the will. However, [ support
the motion, and am pleased that Mr. Baxter
brought it forward.

HON. J. M, MACFARLANE ({Metvo-
politan-Suburhan) [+43]: T do not desive
ta spenk at length on the motion. T have

heen shocked on several oeeasions to see
the reeent happenings in Perth due to ex-
cessive drinking, Tt does not matter upon
whom the burden of responsilility rests;
the fact is that those responsible allowed
this disgraceful state of affairs to develop.
Whether the responsibility rested upon
the Federal or the State authorities, they
were, in the end, forced to take aection.
T would like fo know from Mr. Baxter how
he thinks his motion will hetter the posi-
tion? What effect will it haved Tt will only
be n recommendation. To implement the
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motion, it would he necessary in amend
our licensing laws. I am entirely in ac-
eord with the alteration in the hours for
the sale of liquor. I favour the motion in-
sofar as it seeks to prevent the sale of
bottled heer and spirits, becauss it is those
lines that have brought about much of the
scandal which has  taken place. FPeople
huy the hottled liguor in hotels at closing
honrs and then in the evening take it to
danees and other funetions. They can be
seen drinking this hottled liguor in motor
cars along  the street. Nor are they
malested by the police; I do not know
whethey the poliee have power to interfere
with them.

This cexeessive drinking is dragging our
young and unsophistieated girls into dan-
ger. Recently we read in the paper of a
ease of a girl whose death was eaunsed by
suffoeation  supervening upon excessive
drinking. In another ease a young girl
said a soldier had taken ler to his lvdgings
every night and that he was doing her a
#ood furn by paying for her board and
lodging, while asking nothing in return.
When that sort of thing happens amongst
our young women, we ean only blame the
parents in the first place and then the faet
that the Act does not operate in the way we
desive. T propose to support the motion and
I hope that if it is emrvied it will have the
effect of restricting the sale of bottled drinks.
Tnfortunately, however, it iz only a recom-
mendation.

Our conrts are employved for a good part of
their time in dealing with cases in which
people have taken drink to places of amuse-
ment and evented disturbances there. T do
not very often go to evening funetions but on
ane o1 1wo aecasions T have been out and have
hoen astonigshed fo find men in evening dress
mil well-dressed ladies earryving armfuls of
heer into danee halls where they apparvently
eannot scenre liquor, To me it was shocking
that that sort of thing eould happen. The
proposal te eheck the sale of liquor in bottles
appears satisfaetory, as doos the suggestion
by Mr. Craig and Mr. E. H. H. Hall regard-
ing the need for some vestrietion on men tak-
ing liquor on trains with a view to having a
rond time drinking during the journcy and
moking a nuisanee of themselves to other
peonle,

With rvegard to sly-grog selling, 1 support
the motion wholeheartedly. I would never
fine the slv-grog seller but make the punish-
ment more offeetive with o view to breaking
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down this pernicious practice. In connection
with hours of trading I had a telephone mes-
stpe—and I daresay Mr. Baxter did also—
from a man who lives at Mundaring and who
pointed out that the present closing fime is
not very satisfactory to the customers of his
hotel. Some of them work in the bush and
have a fair way to travel and others work in
town and by the time they have made their
train journey they are too late to get any
vefreshment. An amendment of the hours of
trading on the lines suggested by Sir Hal
Colebateh would be preferable to the hours
sugpested in the motion,

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 430 p.m,

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 16th April, 1942,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.,
and read pravers.

QUESTIONS (2)—-CHARCOAL.
As fo Supplies.

Mr. STUBBSR asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it a fact that chareoal in large
quantities will he required in the near
futore? 2, Tf so0, 15 he aware that many
farmers in the State will gladly produce
same provided that the bags are made avail-
able and a fair price paid for the eharcoal?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Bags are availahle from chareosal mer-
chants. The priee for charcoal to the pro-
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ducers was recently increased from £5 10s.
to £6 per ton, including cost of bags. Farm-
ers willing to produce charcoal are invited
to communicate with the Department of
Emergency Road Transport, Public Works
Department, Perth.

As to Employees’ Pay.

Hon. C. . LATHAM asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Is there any award or regis-
tered agreement in existence for employees in
the chareoal production trade? 2, If so, what
are the rates for axemen, burners, other
workers? 3, Has he cver been approached
to have a wage fixed for this industry?
4, If so, by whom has the approach been
made?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied; 1,
No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Yes. 4, The
Australian Workers’ Union. It is understood
the union has experienced diffieulty in organ-
ising the industry beeause of its rather seat-
tered and isolated nature but the wunion
recently filed an applieation for an agree-
ment in the Court of Arbitration.

QUESTION—TRANSPORT.
As to Northam Camp Fares.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Does the Transport Board fix
the fares charged by hus and iaxi pro-
prietors between Northam and the military
camp, also between that campsite and Perth?
2, If so, what are the fares (a) for buses
hetween Northam and the camp (single
fare), (b) is permission given to charge an
extra penny between No. 1 and No, 4 gates,
{¢) the return fare from the eampsite to
Perth? 3, \What is the fare allowed to be
charged for laxis (a) between Northam and
the eampsite {single fare), (b} between the
campsite and Perth (return fare)? 4, Will
the Transport Board take action to prevent
charges heing levied in exeess of the amounts
allowed ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The Transport Board has fixed the fare
chargeable by omnibus propriefors between
Northam and the military eamp. Taxi pro-
prietors are not authorised to eharge separate
fares and the Transport Board has no eon-
trol over their operations, Neither omnibus
nor taxi proprietors are authorised to earry
passengers at sepatate faves hetween the



